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The Compliments of the Season, 


Are sincerely tendered to all our 
readers, old and young, on the land 
and on the sea! 

We trust that all have had a “Merry 
Christmas ;” and we earnestly pray 
that all may enjoy a“ Happy New 
Year’! 

Yet, some of our friends, doubtless, 
are in affliction, and to such these joy- 
ous salutations are almost unwelcome, 
because they jar upon chords in their 
hearts that have been struck rudely, 
and are put out of tune with the voice 
of mirth and gladness. 

Voices that could wale those chords 
to sweetest harmonies have been 
hushed during the past year, in the 
silence of the grave; their broken 
harps hang on the willows, and melan- 
choly airs, that breathe over grave- 
yards, sigh and wail among the strings. 

We do not forget that the wise 
man hath said, “As he that taketh 
away a garment in cold weather, and 
P isccar upon nitre, so is he that 
singeth songs to a heavy heart.” 

A good pastor, we are told, once 
took the text for his Thanksgiving 
Sermon from Lamentations. Many 
are they who, by a sanctified expe- 
rience of afflictions, have been able to 
expound Samson’s riddle, “ Out of the 
eater came forth meat, and out of the 
trong came forth sweetness.” So 


that we may properly include all our 
mourning friends in our congratula- 
tions, hoping that they may “ glory in 
tribulations also, knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience; and patience, 
experience; and experience, hope} 
and hope maketh not ashamed, be- 
cause the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by. the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us.” 

We must not fail to remind our 
readers that another year, inits com- 
pleted revolution, has rolled us so 
much nearer to the grave, and to the 
bar of God. The ‘decree has gone 
forth in respect to many, THIS YEAR 
THOU SHALT Diz. Are we ready ?— 
The past year came to us all with pre- 
cious opportunities of getting and do- 
ing good. Have we improved them ? 
It has been laden with goodness. 
Have we felt and manifested due gra- 
titude ? It has been desecrated by 
sins. Have we heartily repented of 
and forsaken them ? 

If we look abroad beyond our indi- 
vidual spheres of action, it has been a 
year of political change; especially, 
on the Continent of Europe, where a 
brief and most exciting and bloody 
war has kindled and then dashed the 
hope of Italian liberty. Yet, though 
dashed, it is not extinguished. Victor 
Emanuel has proved himself worthy 
of the confidence of patriots. For the 
most part the world is now at peace, 
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In the Kingdom of Christ the year 
has been eventful and signalized by 
large advancement. Revivals have 
blessed portions of the Church, espe- 
cially, and most remarkably in ireland. 
Let us hope that the time is at hand 
when “the Lord shall consume with 
the Spirit of his mouth and destroy 
with the brightness of his coming” all 
the forms of superstition and iniquity 
that oppose his gospel and oppress his 
creatures ! 

In our own country the year closes 
upon an agitated people. But “the 
Lord on high is mightier than the 
noise of many waters.” Let us trust 
in Him to “stay the tumults of the 
people,” and vindicate the cause of 
truth and righteousness, and so give 
us peace and harmony. 

On THE ska God has been moying 
in the mighty majesty of storm and 
tempest; and multitudes of vessels 
have been swallowed up in the waters. 
Z the month of October, during a sin- 

le gale on the English Coast, 96 ves- 
sels were totally wrecked in two days, 
and 530, more or less damaged; in- 
volving a loss of over six millions of 
dollars. 

The marine losses reported in No- 
vember, reached the enormous aggre- 
gate of $9,700,000, a sum greater than 
has been reported in any one month 
for thirty years. But what is the 
loss of property to the loss of hfe 
which has been so fearfully great; 
nearly 500 perishing in one vessel! 
Surely what is done for the benefit of 
the men of the sea, should be done 
quickly. God have mercy on them! 
How swiftly, and in what multitudes, 
they are hastening to destruction ! 

_ And God has had mercy on them. 
What works and wonders of his con- 
verting power and grace have been 
lustrated among them! Perhaps 
there was never a year in which so 
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many seamen were converted to God, 
and scattered so widely in the naval 
and mercantile service; never a time 
in which the tokens of good for the 
sailor were so auspicious; never 80 
great encouragement to labor for the 
sanctification of the sea. Let us thank 
God and take courage ! 

In entering on the duties of ano- 
ther year, we commend ourselves first 
to God, and then to his friends— 
With Divine help, and the aid of those 
who love the Saviour and his cause, 
we hope to make our Magazine more 
interesting and more useful. 

We solicit the kind offices of all, to 
give it greater interest, usefulness and 
extension. 


——-+ ® 


The Commerce of China. 


We transfer to our columns from 
Hunt’s Merchants’ Magazine, the follow- 
ing article from the pen of the Hon. 
John Crawford, F. R. G. S., late Goy- 
ernor of Singapore. 

This vast empire is undergoing ra- 
pid changes, is fast opening to the 
commerce of the world, and—to what 
is of far greater interest to the Chris- 
tian—the Gospel of the Son of God. 

Its rapidly increasing commerce ren- 
ders it an inviting field for this society. 
There should be a seaman’s chaplain- 
cy at each of the seven or eight free 
ports named in the article. It will be 
perceived that the amount of shipping 
at each is amply sufficient for the em- 
ployment of an efficient chaplain. The 
labors of the preacher need not be re- 
stricted to the thousands of seamen in 
each of these ports, but may be ex- 
tended to the trading communities of 
foreign residents in them. The mis- 
sionaries of other societies go out for 
the evangelization of the millions of 
Chinese—a work ample enough for 
thousands of such laborers, where there 
is now but one. We should follow 
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our commerce, and seek to give to all 
these commercial colonies the influ- 
ence of Christian communities—the 
efficiency of Christian churches in the 
midst of surrounding heathen. Where 
can the church at home strike more 
surely or effectively in the conquest 
of the world to Christ, than by evan- 
gelizing these out posts? Where can 
it find more energetic spirits than 
among the men of the sea and the men 
of commerce? One pious sailor, one 
Christian merchant, is worth scores of 
converted heathens in the work of 
the world’s evangelization. Yet two 
solitary seamen’s chaplains are all now 
to be found in this vast empire of 
China: one at Shanghai, from a Bri- 
tish Seamen’s Friend Society, and 
one at Hong Kong, from this Society. 
An earnest appeal is before us from 
the residents at Fuhchau, for one at 
that port. One is greatly needed at 
Whampoa, the anchorage of Canton. 
Ningpo, Amoy and Macao also have 
a large amount of shipping and thou- 
sands of sailors. When will the Chris- 
tians of this land awake to the momen- 
tous importance of this work? When 
will they give to this cause its relative 
share of patronage, sympathy and 
prayers? We commend the article to 
our readers—it opens before us an 
empire to be conquered for our King. 

“ After centuries of the most pro- 
found quiet, the spirit of change seems 
to have invaded the hitherto myste- 
rious East, and daily increasing interest 
attaches to the concerns of the vast 
Empire of China and its vicinage. The 
alleged antipathy of the Chinese to 
intercourse with foreigners, seems to 
have originated with the policy of the 
government, rather (han in the senti- 
ments of the people. That policy 
seems to have changed, or to be in a 
state of change, and the great law of 
interest attracts the people to inter- 


national intercourse. ‘ 
The proper country of the Chinese 


people contains an area of about 


1,400,000 square miles—full twelve 
times the size of the United Kingdom. 
It extends from near the 18th degree 
of latitude to the 40th degree, and 
has a breadth and length of about 
1,500 miles each. Some portion of it, 
therefore, is within the tropic, while 
part of Chinese Tartary has climates 
approaching in severity to the tempe- 
rature of Siberia. About one-half of 
the surface of China is said to consist 
of mountains, with, however, frequent 
fertile valleys between; while the 
other is an alluvial, well watered, and, 
therefore, fertile plain. Two mighty 
rivers, with numerous affluents and 
branches, are striking characteristics 
of the physical geography of China.. 
These traverse the whole country 
from west to east, disemboguing in the: 
Yellow Sea. To their existence must 
be ascribed much of the civilization of 
China, since at one and the same time 
they multiplied the fertility of the 
land and afforded cheap and easy means. 
of intercommunication. The two ri-- 
vers in question are the Yangtse to. 
the south, and the Hoangho, or Yel- 
low River, to the north. The first off 
these is the greatest river of the Old: 
World, and the American rivers only 
are comparable to it. It is said to be: 
navigable for eight hundred miles by 
vessels of considerable burden, and is. 
certainly so for two hundred miles for: 
ships of the line. On the banks of’ 
the river are situated some of the 
largest commercial cities of China, and 
the plain watered by itself, its affluents, 
and branches, is peopled by one hun- 
dred millions of inhabitants, or twen- 
ty-seven parts out of one hundred of 
the whole population of the empire. 
The Yellow River, although also im- 
portant, is of much inferior value to 
the Yangtse. The population of China, 
according to the census of 1813—and 
there is no ground to believe that it 
has since diminished, amounted, in 
round numbers, without including its . 
northern dependencies, to 862,000,000 
which is equal to six. times the popu- 
lation of the Russian Empire, and full 
twelve-fold that of the United King- 
dom. The population is very unequal- 
ly distributed, following, as is to be 
expected, with a people chiefly agri- 
cultural, the ratio of the fertility of 
the land. In spite of its fertility, and 
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the means which it possessed of main- 
taining its population, China is an 
over-peopled country. The mass of the 
laboring classes do not earn above eight 
cents a day, while the necessaries of 
life are as dear as in England; and it 
is poverty that drives the people into 
brigandage, rebellion, and emigration ; 
and has, also, in fact, been the cause 
of the present rebellion, which has 
now lasted five years. Emigration 
has been going on among them for two 
centuries, and is now more rife than 
ever. In search of gold they have 
gone to California and Australia, in 
each of which countries there are be- 
lieved to be at present 50,000 Chinese 
laborers. The civilization of the Cln- 
nese goes back almost historically for 
4,000 years. Immemorially the Chi- 
nese have lived under the same laws 
and institutions; and these, however 
imperfect in the judgment of civilized 
Europeans, have been sufficient to give 
such security to life and property as 
to have created a stability, industry, 
and ingenuity unknown in any other 
country of Asia. In physical strength 
and vigor of constitution, the Chinese 
are far superior to any other Asiatic 
people; and in their capacity of bear- 
ing alternations of climate, they are 
even superior to Europeans. The sen- 
suality of the Chinese is undisguised, 
and they are the least imaginative peo- 
ple in the world—the very antithesis 
of the poetic temperament. With many 
superstitions, they have little religion 
and no bigotry—the ouly exception to 
their religion being what had been 
called “ worship of ancestors,”—a 
powerful sentiment which kept them 
by the tombs of their forefathers, 
which, indeed, they never quitted 
without the hope of returning to them. 
The national vanity of the Chinese is 
‘egregious, and they admit of no equals. 
This has evidently arisen from their 
having never known equals. All the 
mations in their neighborhood are infi- 
nitely below them in sense and civili- 
zation. The politics and philosophy of 
the present Chinese are those of Con- 
fucius, who was a contemporary of 
Pythagoras, who lived 2,400 years 
ago; and of Mentius, who was a con- 
temporary of Aristotle. The Chinese 
are bad sailors and worse soldiers.— 
Their ships are unsightly and clumsy, 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


ee eeasss—r—rvrv0”0©0oPreEerereaeneeeeeeem™=- 


[January, 


and are probably constructed much as 
they were 2,000 years ago. They re- 
ceived the Indian religion of Buddha 
inthe second century of the Christian 
era, and from India they had cotton 
and the art of weaving it as late as the 
thirteenth century: Even within the 
comparatively short period they have 
been known to Europeans, they have 
submitted to considerable changes.— 
The poppy, an exotic of China, was 
made known to the Chinese by the 
Mahomedan merchants, who frequent- 
ed their country before Europeans. It 
is at present largely and openly culti- 
vated by them. The Chinese have 
long received and extensively culti- 
vated and used tobacco and maize, and 
the manufacture of the Prussian blue, 
or the prussiate of iron, which used at 
one time to be a considerable article 
of import from England into China, 
was introduced into the country by a 
common Chinese seaman. The pro- 
ductions of China are various and yal- 
uable. She produces gold, silver, cop+ 
per, tin, zinc, lead, iron, steel, quick- 
silver, and coals ; and of,all these it is 
itself the chief consumer. . Gold and 
silver it has as often exported as im- 
ported. The staple vegetable produc- 
tions of China are very various. In 
the warm south there is rice, sugar- 
cane, and cocoa palm; in the tempe- 
rate region, tea, silk, and cotton ; and 
in these and the cold, wheat and mil- 
lets, with a great variety of pulses, oil- 
giving plants, and the almost ubiqui- 
tary maize. Tothe mineral and vege- 
table products, now that Tartary is 
thrown open, might be added wool, 
hides, horses, and taliow. The two 
great staples of China, however, at pre- 
sent, are tea and silk, and these are to 
be considered in detail. 

China, from soil, climate, cheap la- 
bor, and the practice and experience of 
2,000 years, has a natural monopoly in 
the production of tea. Tea was first 
introduced into England about the year 
1650, and the consumption rapidly in- 
creased, until at the commencement 
of the eighteenth century, it averaged 
perhaps half a million of pounds per 
annum; and at the beginning of the 
present century the consumption of 
tea was 20,000,000 pounds a year; 
and in 1833, it amounted to 30,000,000 
pounds. Now, under the auspices of 
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free trade, it is about 65,000,000 
pounds. The wholesale price of this 
is estimated at about £5,000,000 ; and 
tea, when the duty was at the highest, 
yielded a revenue to the State of 
£6,000,000 per annum, which was 
about three times the whole revenue 
of the State when Queen Ann was 
drinking tea and taking counsel at 
Windsor, and Marlborough was fight- 
ing the battle of Blenheim. The quan- 
tity of tea produced in China must be 
Immense, when it is considered that it 
not only supplies its own 360,000,000, 
(every man, woman, and child being a 
tea drinker who can afford it,) but also 
the whole of the world, Japan and 
Tonquin alone excepted. 

The quantity exported annually by 
Jand and water, cannot be less than 
100,000,000 pounds. What is of more 
consequence is, that there seems, for 
all practical purposes, no limit to the 
supply. Within the last one hundred 
years the Chinese consumers them 
selves have more than doubled in num- 
ber, requiring something like a dou- 
ble supply of tea. Within the present 
century the English consumption has 
more than doubled. America, within 
the last seventy-five years, has added 
some 20,000,000 pounds to the demand 
on China, yet all this has had no effect 
in raising the cost of teas in China,— 
Another chief industry of China is 
the cultivation of the silk-worm, and 
from Shanghae alone there were ex- 
ported last year 112,000 bales of silk, 
the value of which was estimated at 
£10,000,000, or twice the value of the 
tea brought to England. The prices 
given were, of course, exorbitant, and 
it was certain that the Chinese manu- 
facturers of silk are outbid in their 
own market—a proceeding which, if 
persevered in, will, in due time, make 
the English manufacturers of silk for 
the Chinese, as they are of cotton for 
the Hindoos. The exportation of mi- 
nor articles for China is also consider- 
able, such as coffee, camphor, cassia, 
and rhubarb. Of the grand staple of 
Chinese manufacture—silk—England 
imported last year something less 
than £110,000 worth, while she fur- 
nished the Chinese with above 
£1,730,000 worth of cotton goods But 
to return for a moment to such objects 
of exports as China is likely to offer to 


commerce. By Lord Elgin’s treaty, a 
port in Chinese Tartary is thrown 
open to trade, in about 40 degrees of 
latitude, a colder region than 10 de- 
grees of greater latitude would pro- 
duce in the western world. Russia 
has lately added a free port at the 
mouth of the great river Amoor, open- 
ing an intercourse with a territory 
wrested at one time or another from 
the Chinese, computed at half a mil- 
lion of square miles. 

The opium trade of China dates for- 
ty-four years back, at which time the 
annual consumption was said to be 
about 2,000 chests, of the value of 
£500,000 sterling. When British capi- 
tal and enterprise came into the India 
field, after the opening of the trade in 
the year 1814, a vast and natural in- 
crease took place in the import of 
opium into China; andin 1831,shortly 
before the overthrow of the tea mono- 
poly, the quantity amounted to 18,760 
chests of 140 pounds weight each, and 
of the value of £2,800,000. In 1849, 
the quantity had risen to 49,870 chests, 
and last year to 76,300 valued at 
£7,200,000. 

The Chinese government at one 
time charged the English with poison- 
ing its subjects with opium. If how- 
ever, we look back to the proclama- 
tions which were put forth on the sub- 
ject before the war of 1842, we shall 
find that the moral branch of their 
argument was a mere makeweight to 
assist the real one, which was that 
opium was robbing China of its pre- 
cious metals, and thus threatening to 
reduce the empire to beggary, for the 
Chinese are firm and implicit believers 
in the doctrine that gold and silver are 
the only substantial wealth, At the 
time in question, the precious metals 
had been constantly leaving China, for 
the plain reason that they were cheap- 
er and more abundant in China than 
abroad. ‘They had for some years be- 
fore been, as they have now for some 
years back been doing, constantly flow- 
ing into China. The constant ery of 
Chinese functionaries befure 1842 was, 
“The black dirt is always coming in, 
and the pure Sycee silver always going 
out.” Nota word is now said about 
the “black dirt.” Indeed, opium goes 
at present under the polite name of 
“ the foreign medicine,” and is as regu- 
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lar and open a branch of trade as are 
silk and tobacco. A regular import 
duty is even levied upon it as upon any 
other article of importation. The Chi- 
nese, in fact, have come to their senses, 
although the process was a painful and 
tedious one that brought it about.— 
Intercourse with China dates from the 
year 1683, only five years before the 
English revolution, and from that time 
down to thirty years back, woolens 
formed the chief exports to China ; in- 
deed, they had long done, although 
not for so prolonged a time, to every 
country inthe world. They were then 
the principal English manufacture, and 
in time they may become so again, 
taking rank of cotten. 

The Chinese have hardly any woolen 
manufacture of their own; in this mat- 
ter differing wholly from their condi- 
tion as to silk, cotton, and even linen, 
represented by what we choose to call 
grass cloth, but which is, in reality, 
the produce of a species of nettle.— 
They have, notwithstanding, been fa- 
miliar with broad cloth, although not 
English, ever since they had inter- 
course with Europeans, and most pro- 
bably long before. While the East, 
India Company held a monopoly of 
the trade of China, their staple export 
was always woolens, and their manage- 
ment of this branch of trade is worth 
describing even now, not only as a 
curious illustration of the mismanage- 
ment of a monopoly, but also of the 
dullness and ignorance that so long 
submitted to it. In the five years 
ending with 1813, inclusive, being the 
last of the company’s entire monopoly, 
from the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Straits of Magellan, their export of 
‘woolens amounted to 248,616 pieces of 
all kinds. In the five years ending 
with 1831, or within two years of the 
close of their Chinese monopoly, the 
quantity had declined to 169,578 
pieces; or in eighteen years time, no 
one can tell why, had fallen off better 
than 79,000 pieces. But since the era 
of free trade with China in 1834, there 
had been a still greater decline in our 
export of woolens, for on the average 
of the five years ending with 1857, 
the total number of pieces, exclu- 
sive of £5,500 worth entered by the 
yard, was only 74,189 pieces. In 
the good old time the trade of China 


was, in every branch of it, a monopoly. 
An obstacle to the consumption of 
manufactures, necessarily exists in the 
poverty of a great mass of the Chinese 
people. A coat of Leeds broadcloth 
would, no doubt, be a great comfort to 
a Chinese day-laborer; but the man 
that earns but 4d. a day, who pays as 
high for his bread as an English labor- 
er, and ten times as much for the con- 
diment of salt, cannot afford to wear 
even the coarsest broadcloth, Al- 
though, however, the great body of 
the Chinese people is very poor, there 
are, in the vast mass, some millions in 
very easy circumstances, and many 
thousands, the consumers of birds nests 
and sea cucumbers, for example, living 
in luxury. 
Another palpable obstacle toa wide 
consumption of manufactures by the 
Chinese, is found in their possession of 
manufactures of their own, generally 
far superior to those of any other eas- 
tern people. A hundred years ago, 
they were more a manufacturing peo- 
ple than ourselves. The nations of 
Europe, indeed, long continued to con- 
sume Chinese silks and cottons, and 
it has only been in comparatively re- 
cent times that we have excelled them 
in their fabrics. They, as well as the 
Hindoos and Japanese, quilt their tis- . 
sues with cotton for a winter dress; 
and although clothing of this descrip- 
tion is but an indifferent substitute for 
woolens. Itisacheapone. To make 
the Chinese consumers of manufac- 
tures, we must furnish them with 
cheaper and better than their own, as 
well as with such as are equally suited 
to their tastes and habits. This, it is 
obvious, is a condition indispensable to 
supplying them. The import duties 
are in no case high, and at four out of 
the five ports which have been open 
since 1842, they are evaded by acom- 
promise between merchants and the 
Chinese officers. What the Chinese 
trade is likely to grow to, may be in- 
ferred from the progress of the con- 
veniently situated port of Shanghae, 
which lies on a branch of the great 
river. Shanghae, the very name of 
which was before unknown to Euro- 
peans, was established as a port open 
to European trade in 1842. In 1856, 
the fourteenth year from its establish- 
ment, its imports amounted to nearly 
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£12,000.000, (£11,922,806,) of which 
£4,287,990 was bullion. It exported 
chiefly in tea and silk, nearly to the 
same value. Notwithstanding this fair 
prospect of improvement in commer- 
cial intercourse with China, the long 
protracted struggle in China between 
the two dynasties, only tends to in- 
crease the commercial influence of fo- 
reigners. The state of martial law 
which reigned in Canton during the 
last eighteen months, has made Hong 
Kong the center of the commerce with 
the coast population of Konang-Tong, 
Konang-Si, Youn-Nan, and Hou-Nan. 
The foreign vessels, everywhere pre- 
sent, and affording the Chinese mer- 
chant both security and quickness of 
dispatch, could not but take possession 
of the whole commerce of the coun- 
try, and lay the foundations for an im- 
mense amount of coasting trade for 
foreign vessels. 

The importance of the Chinese trade 
cau best be estimated from the follow- 
ing statement, showing the value of 
importation and exportation in the 
various articles made by the maritime 
nations in one year, from July Ist, 
1856, to July Ist, 1857 :— 


IMPORTS, 
English trade, legal, .------- francs, 71,346,540 
‘ OPIUI wea’ an wale cea 191,470,775 
Trade of the United States,..... 17,8: 6,635 
All other nations, -... ---.--.----. 5,945,544 
RO talMenae rts Seth soe 286,599,494 
EXPORTS, 
English trade, legal,-------- francs, 273,995,388 
“cs OMUMN wance acseled= ci Cece ee 
Trade of the United States,--..--. 82,198,615 
All other nations, --.---------.+---s 27,399,539 
Dlotaltess. sees seaeie=ss)-=ns 383,593,542 
Grand totalysle..-2s'.--~.-= 670,193,036 


The general trade may be calculated 
from the following schedule: 
IMPORTS FROM ENGLAND, 


Cotton Goods, .- weews francs; 33,270,975 
Thread, ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ------ 5,025,700 
Wodlens, ...- enn ene a2 s-20 ones 6,715,000 
Colonial produce, -------- ---- sare 10,491,335 

rotal,.--.--- Sivesaeancerse sane ce 55.4038,000 

IMPORTS FROM ALL OTHER NATIONS. 

Cotton and Woo!,-....----- francs, 8,000,000 
Woven cotton goods wands 41,000,000 
Thread,---------- -- = 1,060,000 
Woolen goods, ---- ------------ oe 7,250,000 
Colonial produce from Europe and 

America,.--. --- Ssteeeta eee ate 14,878,719 
Ammunition of war, 2,000,000 
ME tne vis tea Seer 6,000,000 
Opium, .-.2 ---- ---+ --2+---- 191,470,775 
Produce of the sea,--.---- 2,000,000 
Rice and grains, -------- ---------- 13,000,000 


286,599,494 


TOtal, 220 sae -nne ares -nne cone 


Exports to England, 

Tea. black and green,.....-.. francs, 128,077;000 

Silk and silk goodsy........---..--2. 103,505,850 
Alum, Chinese varnish, wax, cinna- 
mon, cotton, wool, medicines, cop- 


Per coins, China, paints, é&c,---._.- 3,958,505 


235,531,200 
All other nations, 


Tea, black and green,.---.-.- francs, 211,804.731 
Silk and silk goods, 135,576 712 
Alum, Chinese varnish, wax, &c---. 36,212,100 

380,593,543 


These exports and imports have 
been effected by means of 4,013 ves- 
sels, of 1,247,656 tons; and of these 
vessels, the following trade to each of 
the Chinese ports mentioned :— 


Vessels, Tonnage, 
Macao.n-ounewicessed 308 47 227 
Hong Kongi ces sesseu 1,813 612,875 
Canton cess -eamcen sas 620 210.878 
Soeatoe, 65 20,468 
AmoOyise= 04222 317 89.738 
Foe-tschoe, --- 164 56.312 
Ning: po, 285 39.573 
Shanghae, 541 172 585 

4,013 1,247,656 


The whole of the commerce of China 
is carried on by English capital, with 
the single exception, perhaps, of the 
United States; for, although Bremen, 
Hamburg, and Holland send every 
year a number of vessels there, these 
are more than two-thirds freighted 
with coal by English houses. 

The large size of the American ves- 
sels is an obstacle to the greatest ex- 
tension of their trade—they average 
710 tons. This is by far too large for 
many of the Chinese ports, where, 
consequently, the English vessels carry 
the day, as they are, in general, only 
about 310 tons. 


Hong Kong Chaplaincy. 

The following letter from our Chap- 
Jain at Hong Kong, addressed to the 
Rey. C. J. Jones, was read at the late 
Convention of Seamen’s Chaplains in 
this city. The allusion in the first 
sentence is to the fact of his having 
preached his first sermon in Mr. Jones’ 
pulpit, a few days before he sailed for 
China. The whole letter is the tes- 
timony of an eye-witness to the truth 
of the thoughts in the second article of 
the present number. Let the Chris- 
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tian read and ponder. Shall we have 
more chaplains in China? 


Betuet, Hone Kone, 
20th July, 1859. 


Rev. Caas. J. Jones. 


Dear Brother :—It was a kind of 
satisfaction to receive a line from you, 
as it brought vividly to mind the 
scenes of my first, trembling pulpit 
effort. Why shall we not continue a 
social correspondence ? 

* * * * * * 

You ask, do you find Seamen gene- 
rally as susceptible to religious in- 
struction as other men, and as willing 
to listen to the preaching of the word ? 
To which I reply, yes, decidedly. 

My position is peculiar in one re- 
spect, having been obliged (much 
against my will) to build a Floating 
Chapel; and being through half the 
year anchored at the north side of the 
Bay, two miles from the town, of 
course my parish includes only sailors 
afloat, so far as Chapel attendance 
goes: hence when replying affirmative- 
ly to the above questions, I simply 
mean that other classes of men, placed 
in like situation, would show even 
less susceptibility to religious impres- 
sions than do sailors. 

“When meeting them upon their 
ground, 7. e. the forecastle, I find them 
invariably civil, cordial, and often in- 
terested, and this remark is equally 
true in ships where the Captains give 
the crew a bad name, as where they 
speak well of the men. It seems to 
me that, taken as a class, sailors are 
peculiarly susceptible to impression, 
whether good or bad, easily interested 
in religious reflections, and quite as 
easily interested in forgetting them. 

As to listening to preaching of the 
‘Gospel, when the master is persuaded 
to give liberty on week days, I find 
them willing to attend service on the 
Sabbath ; and when they do attend 
they prove wide awake hearers, or 
sleepy hearers, according as the 
preacher is himself awake or sleepy. 
When work is hard on board and no 
liberty given, except on the Sabbath, 
and two or three dollars then are 
given each one, with this remark, 
“you can go to church if you like,” 
in such case, I rarely expect to see 


any of these on the Sabbath, except 


at the Central Police Station. I have 
seen in that locality over sixty, in dif- 
ferent stages of tipsiness, before three 
P.M. 

It is to this easy impressibility of 
sailor character that I look as the 
prime source of the moral degradation 
which is to be found in our merchant 
service. It would be an encouraging 
trait if good influences could be 
brought to predominate, but discour- 
aging so long as ninety per cent of 
influence is totally bad. All things 
considered, I had rather preach to a 
congregation of sailors, than to others, 
because they are quick to understand, 
apt at comprehending illustrations, 
and in general prove attentive, re- 
spectful hearers. At the same timeI 
had rather talk in the forecastle, than 
preach in the pulpit. 

In regard to your question, concern- 
ing the social, moral and intellectual 
status of seamen as compared with 
that of twenty years ago, I must 
shorten the time to ¢en years ago, in 
order to speak from my own observa- 
tion, and must make a broad distinc- 
tion between the English merchant 
service, and our own. 

In tke English service, (I speak 
from my own observation, and the 
almost unanimous testimony of Eng- 
lish Captains,) there has been a con- 
stant and decided improvement: while 
in respect to our own service there 


. has been as decided and constant re- 


trograde movement. ‘This is easily 
explained. By the laws of England, 
every man discharged receives, with 
his discharge, a certificate signed by 
his superior officer stating the time 
he had been inthe ship, his rank and 
his general conduct, good, indifferent, 
er bad ; and upon this certificate in all 
ordinary times, depends his getting 
another ship. It is an excellent 
regulation, and one which we should 
do well to adopt, and one which we 
might adopt, did not the Boarding and 
Shipping Masters of our chief cities 
hold a rod over the backs of our sbip- 
owners. That this plan does work 
well is quite evident from one fact 
which I have heard repeated in scores 
of cases; it is, that however a crew 
may behave coming out, they always 
behave remarkably well going home, and 
even on the outward voyage are care- 
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ful not to act in so gross a manner as 
to occasion an entry in the ship’s log. 
It cannot be gainsayed, the English 
Laws in these respects are immeasur- 
ably superior to our own, and though 
somewhat too stringent in respect to 
the limit enjoined upon Captains of 
ships, yet, on the whole, I believe they 
make up for it in their prompt appli- 
cation to ship discipline. But this is 
a digression. 

I repeat then, that this one item of 
certificates—explains, partially, the 
constant improvement which certainly 
is evident in the English merchant ser- 
vice; at the same time it explains, in 
an equal degree, the demoralization of 
our own. Every man whose certificate 
reads “Bad,” finds an easy escape 
from his dilemma by shipping in an 
American ship, whereupon a voyage to 
New York and a dollar to his landlord 
for a “ Protection” at once transforms 
him from an English outcast to an 
American able seaman. 

Close our eyes to the fact as we 
may, it cannot be shut out, that in 
spite of our labors and individual suc- 
cesses, the general tone of sailor cha- 
racter in our own merchant service is 
deplorably lower than in time past; 
and this opinion I have imbibed from 
careful observation strengthened by 
the testimony of probably a thousand 
officers, and men, with whom I have 
conversed on the subject. <A revival 
of religion, such as that of which I 
have been reading as each mail came 
in from home, so glorious, so startling, 
so encouraging in its individual tri- 
umphs, even this in one respect, it seems 
to me has the effect to lower the 
general status of the profession. 

I reason thus—(perhaps wrongly.) 
Those who come under the influence 
of converting grace, it is probable are 
those who, in some respects, before- 
hand, possess more desirable elements 
of character than the average. They 
cannot sail together, but must be 
separated into ones and twos, finding 
themselves, probably, alone in their 
christianity among careless or hard- 
ened men. Now there may be here 
and there one who will go manfully, 
bearing christian principles with him, 
and making them shine forth all the 
more brightly for the darkness around. 
But as a general rule one of two things 


may be expected. Hither the man will 
leave the profession at once, and, this 
way taking out not only his now good 
influence, but also the influence which 
he had, as one of the better class of 
sailors, before his conversion ; or else 
he is swept away by the tide (as has 
been the case in four instances which 
have come under my notice here since 
the religious interest commenced in 
New York,) and thus become a re- 
proach and a damage. 

Why any respectable man in the 
present state of our service should 
choose a life before the mast, is more 
than I can conceive, (unless he goes as 
a self-forgetting reformer) for certain- 
ly any christian man can do better by 
staying at home. 

In respect to another question, I 
have already written at some length 
in communications to my Society ; to 
judge of sailor influence in a mission- 
ary point of view, one must stand upon 
missionary ground, for there alone can 
a comparison of influence be made. 

* * * * * * 

I know that the sailors of our mer- 
chant service wield a fearful power, 
and that too unconciously, which 
makes the case more dangerous as 
things are now. 

It cannot be too often repeated, 
that in these far off lands all who come 
here are classed as representatives of 
christianity, and hence the fruits of 
christianity are recognized in the 
deeds of its representatives. 

Judging from the fruits which our 
sailors, and I may add some of those 
who are not sailors, present, I do not 
wonder at the contempt on the part 
of some Chinese for Christianity, and 
the total indifference of all. 

Let now this power of evil be 
changed to good, let there be chris- 
tian men in our ships, both in cabin 
and forecastle, let christianity speak 
in the actions of those who are regard- 
ed as its exponents; truly I believe 
that one ship’s crew would do more 
in a voyage than has been done in any 
one year in time past by any or all 
other means put together. 

If China is soon to become a Chris- 
tian land, it is through, (and humanly 
speaking,) only through an active 
foreign commerce breaking down old 
established usages and exciting re- 
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spect for those whom the Chinese are 
taught, by the traditions of a thousand 
years, to call outside barbarians and 
“ Pau quei,” 4. ¢, foreign devils. 

Lord Elgin, when here a year ago, 
in the course of a reply to the address 
of the Shanghae Merchants, uses the 
following true and sensible language. 
“ When the barriers which prevent 
free access to the interior are remoy- 
ed, the christian civilization of the 
West will find itself face to face, not 
with barbarism, but with an ancient 
civilization, in many respects effete 
and imperfect, but in others not with- 
out claims to our respect. In the 
rivalry which will then ensue, chris- 
tian civilization will have to win its 
way among a skeptical and ingenious 
people, by making tf manifest that a 
faith which reaches to Heaven, fur- 
nishes better guarantees for public and 
private morality, than one which does 
not rise above the earth.” It is the 
most sensible speech that ?ve heard 
or read concerning the religious aspect 
of China. 

The question with the Chinese, is 
not what is Christianity ? But what 
does it do? 

They do not care a fig for the 
theory, and in my humble opinion, 
they never will until the practice of 
others, commends the theory to them. 

It is in this respect that our sailors 
possess a fearful influence now—a glo- 
rious influence if directed in the right 
way. They will be noé missionaries in 
respect to preaching the gospel; but 
they may be missionaries showing the 
fruits of Christianity, thus causing the 
Chinese to look for and respect the 
tree which bears such fruit. Espe- 
cially are sailors fitted for this work, 
because in every place they are in la- 
bor associated with native laborers in 
the humbler classes, and since the 
time of Christ it has been among these 
(1 believe) that Christianity has taken 
root first, in every nation; and beside 
this, almost every ship which goes 
hence, now carries a greater or less 
number of Chinese, either as carpen- 
ters, cooks, stewards, and increasingly 
of late, as able seamen. Do you not 
see what schools are here opening, in 
which the laborers of the west are be- 
ing brought in contact with the labor- 
ers of the east, and what a field is 


here opening for the introduction of 
the true fruits of Christianity. 

In the distribution of Bibles and 
tracts, too, we have in our merchant 
service a whole army of colporteurs, 
visiting every nook and corner of the 
earth, at their own expense, a burden 
to no one. It needs not that they 
spend years learning a dialect which 
even then is not well understood by 
half those who hear it; they have but 
to live Christ, and a copy of the Chi- 
nese Testament will tell who is Christ, 
and what is Religion. The good works 
of Christianity must go in the van, 
then the theory coming closely after, 
will find the road clear, and itself wel- 
comed. Oh, I wish I could persuade 
all who come here whether sailors or 
not, that in their every day life and con- 
versation, they may raise barriers 
against Christianity ; while on the 
other hand they may in the very line 
of their business be sweeping quietly 
down the barriers which prejudice 
and superstition have already raised, 
and which otherwise will be found in- 
surmountable, (humanly speaking) 
even if not strengthened by bad ex- 
amples, 

But Pm writing you a huge letter, 
and perhaps telling you nothing which 
you do not already know ; yet these 
are truths which will bear repeating, 
even though well known, and hence 
my testimony to them. 

Looking over the whole field in 
which we labor, I see some things, 
which are encouraging ; looking at my 
own garden plot, Pm somewhat dis- 
couraged, because ambitious and tired, 

Vve no settled congregation, no 
chance to watch and care for the first 
springings up of the hfe-seeds which I 
try to plant. 

Of the congregation which I meet 
on the Sabbath, half may be gone by 
the next, and the other half by the 
third. I just become acquainted, in- 
terested, sometimes attached, and just 
then away go all my supports, and I 
among strangers again. I would there 
were some one to take my place next 
year, and let me breathe an air which 
has some christianity init, even though 
imperfect; and more than all do I long 
for a peaceful sleep with a joyous 
waking in which I shall know why so 
many of God’s creatures are heathen, 


1860 ] 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


139 


——_———e—reererereeeeeesn73a~_nrrr'r_ ‘(rrr ee ~yn—aeo—ooomneneeOermEmEeomnmrraearern0OmoOmrmaeareaeaeaeamamaeaaeeeeeeeaws* 


and why so many who are called chris- 
tians, are ahead of the heathen in all 
things bad. : 
With sincere regard, 
Yours truly, 
Jas. C. Beecuer. 


e 


Report 


OF REV. CHARLES J. JONES, 
Pastor of the Mariner’s Church, for the 
month of November, 1859. Mew York, 

December Tth. 

To the Church Committee of the 
Port Society : 

GeNTLEMEN,—I take pleasure in 
presenting through you, to the Board 
of Managers, a Report of my labors as 
Pastor of the Mariner’s Church, for 
the month ending November 30th, 
1859, which has been one of the most 
laborious, if not of the most useful of 
my ministry among seamen. This 
may not appear fully in this brief re- 
cord, and if it does not, it will but be 
another illustration of the truth of 
the oft repeated statement, that the 
record cannot be fully written, save 
by the pen of the recording Angel.— 
There is so much of the labor done 
here —the results of which cannot be 
traced. Men come and are moved 
upon by the Spirit of God through the 
truth preached, and the efforts made 
in this Church, and go away to sea 
again, bearing the precious seed in 
their hearts, and much of the bread 
“cast upon the waters” here does not 
return until “after many days.” 

It is necessary that it should be so 
from the floating character of that 
part of the population with which we 
have todo. Yet this very fact, is a 
source of encouragement, seeing that 
it is in accordance with the will of God, 
that we should not know always 
“ whether shall prosper either this or 
that, or whether they both shall be 
alike good.” A glance at the facts in 
the case will show, that “the field, 
which this Church, through its Pastor 
and Missionaries, is expected to culti- 
vate, is emphatically “the world.”— 
Look but for a moment to one particu- 
lar branch of the work, and you will 
see that, while the preaching of the 
simple Gospel of Jesus Christ in its 
purity, in the power and iri the love of 


it—is the great work of the minister, it 
is not by any means the most labo- 
rious or the most extensive in the 
range of its influence. 

To preach the Gospel on the Sab- 
bath, is a most important work. Itis 
also important to follow up the impres- 
sions made on the heart and consci- 
ences of the men, by an affectionate 
personal intercourse, in which the 
tones of the voice, the kindness of 
manner, the selection of suitable read- 
ing, the removing of objections that 
may arise, the persuasive argument, 
and the exhibition of a true sympathy 
with the inquiring mind, shall all con- 
bine to make those impressions per- 
manent. Nor is it less important that, 
if it be possible, the truth should be 
enforced after the enquirer has left 
the shore, and is beyond the reach of 
the Pastor’s living voice. 

It is grateful to the wanderer to 
feel, that though separated from the 
sanctuary and its influences, by the 
intervening of the billowy sea, there 
are yet invisible links binding him 
to the fast receding shore :—that 
there are those behind, who, though 
not connected with him by ties of 
kindred, are yet retaining for him a 
place in their memories; in short 
to know, that he is not forgotten.— 
Convince him of this, and he looks 
back with pleasure, and sighs for the 
return that will bring him within 
hearing of the voice of friendship aad 
affectionate sympathy. And if—on 
reaching the port of his destination, 
after a stormy and disagreeable pas- 
sage, in which he has been vexed and 
taunted, and reproached, and perhaps 
fiercely persecuted, with his spirit 
almost crushed, and his hopes flicker- 
ing in the socket—if then, he receives 
some little messenger of affection, 
some missive dictated by the prompt- 
ings of Christian love, his heart throbs 
responsive, his hopes are brightened, 
his courage revives, and he nerves 
himself again for the fight, buckles on 
afresh his armour, and determines to 
do and dare for his blessed Lord, who 
has done and borne so much for him. 

Iam not alone inthis opinion. Sea- 
men will vouch for its truth. The word 
of God itself declares, that “as cold 
waters to a thirsty soul, so is good 
news froma far country.” What then 
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must be the influence of the volumin- 
ous saNrerpona say of this year alone. 

And who shall measure its extent ? 
Acting on the impressions stated 
above, I have during the month writ- 
ten eighty letters, ‘which have gone 
forth to encourage and comfort the 
men of the sea, and i in some instances, 
to convey tidings of their whereabouts 
to their mothers, and sisters, and 
wives. During the year the number 
written has reached to seven hundred 
and ninety. Those of the past month 
have gone to thirty different points on 
the earth’s surface, and have been 
Spabeey scattered over all the great 
divisions of the globe. Highty letters 
received last month, have come from 
forty widely sundered localities, em- 
bracing in their geographical range, 
Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South 
and Central America, and the Isles of 
the sea. Some of these bring to our 
ears joyful tidings of the work of the 
Spirit on the sea. Thirteen on board 
of one ship, the U.S. S. Hartford, flag- 
ship of the China squadron, have been 
hopefully converted to God, while the 
officers and crew seem to be in some 
measure under the controlling influ- 
ence of the Spirit that animates their 
religious shipmates. 

This is true, though not to so large 
an extent on board the U.S. S. Con- 
stellation, the flag-ship of the African 
squadron. Conversions have occurred 
on board the Roanoke, U.S. flag-ship 
on the Gulf Station, (report says ten 
or eleven.) Three of our numbers are 
now on board of that ship. From dif- 
ferent merchant vessels good tidings 
have also come, indicating the presence 
of the living God among the sons of 
the deep. “The number received into 
Church membership, is, on profession 
of faith fourteen, on probation four- 
teen. Baptisms—adults three, and in- 
fants five. The death of two members 
of our church, has been brought to our 
ears this month, viz: Wm. ‘Vaughan, 
of yellow fever, i in Havana, and Charles 
Stewart, of serous apoplexy, in Wood- 
stock Mills, Florida. The number of 
anxious inquirers is five, hopefully 
converted three, and hopeful conver- 
sions heard from nineteen. I have 
distributed forty-eight volumes of 
books, three Bibles, and six Testa- 
ments. Ten persons have signed the 
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temperance pledge. I have eo eel ct 
five articles for the press or other 
purposes ; written and sent a sermon 
to the U.S. S. Constellation—one to 
the U. S. S. Portsmouth, with the re- 
quest, that they should exchange 
when the ship’s meet, and one to the 
U. 8S. 8. Hartford. So that though 
they cannot hear the Pastor’s voice, 
they may hear his sermon to them 
read. I have also made six pastoral 
visits, twelve to ships, &c., twenty- 
seven official—forty-five in all: have 
attended eighteen meetings, in which 
twenty-one persons rose for prayer— 
delivered five addresses, attended two 
funerals, preached eleven sermons, and 
have received in my Study three hun- 
dred and thirty-three visits of a busi- 
ness character, one hundred and forty- 
one of which, were from seamen, with 
many of whom I have had religious 
conversation, in some instances spend- 
ing hours in the resolving of doubts, 
and removing of difficulties which 
seemed to stand in the way of their 
coming to Christ. I have tried to li- 
mit these visits to certain times, but 
find myself powerless to accomplish 
my wishes in this matter. Seamen 
are on the wing—and if not seen when 
they come to- -day, may be unable to 
come to-morrow. What is done for 
them must be done promptly, and to 
the exclusion of all other business, 
however important. In consequence 
of this peculiarity of my work, I am 
often driven far into the night in order 
to make suitable preparation for the 
pulpit. 

Another branch of the work is now 
beginning to assume increased propor- 
tions. I refer to the supply of reading 
matter to our brethren who are away, 
and whose spiritual interests are as 
important to this church and to the 
world, as those of any number of com- 
municants on shore. We have now 
representatives in eighteen diflerent 
government vessels. We need to keep 
them posted up in affairs pertaining to 
the church—but of this, more anon. 

It remains for me only, in conclusion 
to congratulate the Board on the suc- 
cess of the Convention of Seamen’s 
Chaplains and friends, which under 
your auspices, was called together dur- 
ing the past month. The general im- 
pression concerning that Convention 
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is, that it was a success. Its business 
was transacted with wonderful unani- 
mity. Harmony prevailed in all its 
sessions, and the brethren who came 
together to exchange fraternal inter- 
course and sympathies, have returned 
to their separate fields of labor, en- 
couraged and refreshed, and nervyed 
for renewed effort in- the Master’s 
work. 

May we see many such, is my fer- 
vent prayer to the great head of the 
Church. All of which, is most res- 
pectfully submitted, 

Cuas. J. Jongs. 


2 


We Need More United Action. 


Mr. Eprror.—lIt occurs to me that 
the Seamen’s cause needs more united 
action. We have anumber of local 
organizations, and I fear that in view 
of this, that we are not sufliciently 
comprehensive in our plans, and potent 
in our influence, in this great cause. 
Recently a convention of Seamen’s 
Chaplains was held in New York, 
under the auspicies of the New York 
City Port Society, one of the many 
local organizations existing. Would 
it not be well at some convenient 
time to hold a convention on a larger 
scale. Say, let every Society send a 
number of representatives. ‘Then let 


individual Churches send delegates ;. 


and also, let Ecclesiastical bodies send 
representatives, if thought desirable. 
At any rate, I would have such ar- 
rangements made by the “ American 
Seamen’s Frrenp Socriery,” which is 
the great national representative of 
this cause. The time is come when 
the Evangelical Church in the land 
should look this question of christian- 
ising commerce in the face, earnestly. 
The time is come when the world’s 
coast should be belted with Sailor’s 
Homes, and Bethels, and Chaplains! 
T say, therefore, to you of the Amer- 
ican Seamen’s Friend Society, blow the 
trumpet, loudly, and summon _ the 
churches of this whole country to 
appear, in the persons of chosen re- 
presentatives, and show cause why 
the millions of the sea may not speed- 
ily be converted, and distributed on 
the globe, as heralds of the cross. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 13, 1859. 


Pennsylvania Division. 


Embracing Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware and Maryland. 


I.—THE SAILORS’ HOME, 

This institution is enjoying its usual 
amount of patronage. Its Superin- 
tendent, Mr. McGuire, is laboring 
assiduously for its prosperity. His 
last report to the Board specifies sixty- 
four as the number of boarders for the 
month, several of whom were desti- 
tute, and receiyed suitable attention. 
When, we are constrained to ask, will 
shipping-merchants see that it is their 
interest to countenance our Home 
here, and in every place where one is 
established. 


II.—THE BETHELS. 


1. The Eastburn Rethel—The Pastor 
of this Bethel, Rey. Mr. Ripley, has 
been stricken down by sickness, in the 
midst of his usefulness. We trust, 
however, that rest and careful nursing 
will restore him ere long to his fold. 
He is eminently qualified for his posi- 
tion, and his church would sustain a 
heavy loss in case of his removal. He 
goes South during the winter, hoping 
to recruit his wasted energies. Mr. 
R. has many friends who will devout- 
ly pray for him. 

2. The Baptist Bethel.—This is a new 
enterprize started in the lower sec- 
tion of our city, in the vicinity of the 
Navy Yard. It has signs of promise. 
Rey. Mr. Perry, late of Mannahaw- 
kin, N. J., has taken the pastoral 
charge. Judging from our personal 
acquaintance with him, of some years 
standing, we believe his energy of 
character will make him very efficient 
in his new field. Meetings are held 
on the Receiving Ship, under the 
auspices of this Bethel. 

3. The Protestant Episcopal Bethel.— 
This is now under tue care of Rey. 
Mr. Christman. We understand he 
has entered earnestly upon his work, 
and that the friends of the Bethel are 
encouraged. 

4, The Methodist Episcopal Bethel.— 
This is still under the pastoral over- 
sight of Rey. Valentine Gray, a devot- 
ed servant of Christ. At present he 
is holding special services, with some 
success. 

I hope, hereafter, to receive from 
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the Pastors of these Bethels, month- 
ly, items of interest to forward for 
insertion in the Magazine. 


III.—THE CAUSE AT LARGE. 

I am prosecuting my work of pre- 
senting the cause to the churches, as 
the wayisopened. Allseem to agree 
that the Seamen’s cause is important 
—‘ But, there are so many good 
causes,” they say, “and we know not 
how to find places for all of them.” 
We had a pleasant meeting a few 
Sabbath evenings ago in the Western 
Presbyterian Church in this city. Ad- 
dresses were delivered by Rey. Mr. 
Given, Chaplain in the Navy, and C. 
C. Lathrop, Esq. On the occasion of 
the last Monthly Concert, we had a 
meeting in West Spruce Street Pres- 
byterian Church, of which Rev. Mr. 
Breed is pastor. The evening was 
stormy, and yet there was a good at- 
tendance. Rev. Dr. Leyburn, Capt. 
Sloan, of the News Boys’ Home, and 
the writer made addresses. We hope 
the seed sown will spring up, and 
bring forth fruit. 

G. Hucuss, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 13, 1859. 
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We publish below a Memorial 
which has been sent out for circula- 
tion, in order to obtain signatures ior 
presentation to Congress, asking for 
the abolition of the Spirit-ration in the 
. Navy. It is prefaced by the Circular 
of the Committee. Will all our 
friends make copies (who do not re- 
ceive them,) and exert themselves for 
the accomplishment of so good a 
design. 


No. 80 Watt Street, 
New York, Dec. 1859. 

Dear Sir: With this you will re- 
ceive copies ofa Memorial to Congress, 
asking for the abolition of the spirit- 
ration in the Navy, which will inform 
you of its own history. 

It was referred to ajoint Committee 
of the New York PortSociety and the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society, 
on behalf of which we are deputed to 
ask your co-operation in giving it the 
most prompt and effective circulation. 

Please erase the date, and substi- 
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tute that of your own locality. Hach 
copy can easily be elongated as may 
be necessary. When completed, 
please present it to Congress through 
your own representatives, or return it 
to us for presentation, according to 
your discretion. 
Yours, respectfully, 
Sub-Committee. 
L. P. Husgarp, of the N.Y. Port 
Society. 
S. B. S. Brssexz, of the Am. 8S. F. 
Society. 

We especially desire the aid of the 
Press, who may render most valuable 
service by publishing the memorial 
with its preamble. 

New York, Nov. 28th, 1859. 

TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED 

STATES. 

Whereas, At a National Convention 
of Chaplains, Ministers of Mariners’ 
Churches, and other gentlemen inter- 
ested in promoting the welfare of sea- 
men, holden in the city of New York, 
on the 9th, 10th, and 11th days of 
November, 1859, it was unanimously 

“ Resolved, That this Convention 
earnestly recommend that energetic 
and judicious measures be adopted to 
secure the entire removal of the naval 
spirit-ration, inasmuch as it is unjust to 
require the religious and temperance 


people of the country to contribute to 


the national expense of furnishing 
‘ the grog-tub,’ (which a distinguished 
officer of our navy has described as a 
mannfactory of drunkards,) as if it 
were on a par with provisions and 
clothing; inasmuch, also, as the dis- 
continuance of the spirit-ration -has 
been recommended in an annual re- 
port by one of the Secretaries of the 
Navy ; as it has been voted to be dis- 
continued by a majority of two ses- 
tions of the House of Representatives 
of the United States, and has been 
urged by a large number of our most 
efficient, gallant, and reliable navy 
olficers as 

_ Therefore, We, the undersigned, cor- 
dially approving of the object of the 
foregoing resolution, do respectfull 
petition the Congress of the United 
States that the spirit-ration may be 
stricken from the ration-table ; on the 
ground that the Government ought 
not to furnish an article to its em- 
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ployés, the use of which, as a beverage, 
is considered as not only unnecessary, 
but positively injurious to the health 
and morals of seamen; that a large 
portion of the seamen themselves are 
in favor of the grog-ration being dis- 
continued, as is shown by the fact of 
two or three men-of-war having per- 
formed healthful and _ successful 
cruises when no grog was issued, and 
in all our men-of-war agreater or less 
number of men stop their whiskey 
ration; also that it has been with- 
drawn from the Merchant service and 
the United States Coast Survey ; thus 
proving the feasibility of its being 
abolished, with the best effect upon 
the morals of seamen as well as upon 
the general efficiency of our men-of 
war. 

And your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray, ete. 


e 


Naval Apprentices. 


The article in the December num- 
ber of the ‘“ Sailor’s Magazine,” I have 
read with much interest. It isa sub- 
ject that demands serious attention 
from every one who has the prosperity 
of our mercantile as well as naval ser- 
vice at heart; more especially that of 
the mercantile marine,—as upon the 
number of seamen, and especially their 
quality depends, almost entirely, the 
character and efficiency of the Navy. 
The strength and power of a maritime 
nation, must be measured by its mer- 
cantile tonnage, and the number of 
good seamen. The change of sailing 
for steamships, both in the mercan‘ile 
and naval service, will produce a cor- 
responding change in the personal 
material. 

The Apprenticeship system with a 
thorough education for the respective 
services,commends itself to every one: 
but then it must be rendered perfect 
and complete, by granting rewards to 
the meritorious and deserving. ‘I'he 
mode of recruiting the apprentices 
from the Congressional Districts, is 
perhaps as good as any, to give the 
system a national character. But the 
adyanze in station should not be limit- 
ed to that of petty or warrant officers 
—the highest station in the service 
should be open to them. Begining 
as apprentices, and from the most 
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deserving and capable, the midship 
men should be appointed. Then you 
would have a set of men that from 
their actual acquaintance with the 
service, would be much more useful 
than those selected in the mode they 
now are, as frequently from personal 
favoritism, as from fitness for the duty, 
all of which they have to learn. Con- 
nected with the service, and in some 
measure under its control, there 
should be a system of schools, in 
which those who have merit and 
ability, could obtain a most thorough 
education, including some of the most 
prominent living languages. It often 
happens that the Commanders of our 
Navy, are, from the force of cireum- 
stances, obliged to be negotiators: 
hence aknowledge of international law 
they should be taught. Any system of 
Apprenticeship that may be establish- 
ed, that shall preclude the apprentice 
from the chances of reaching the high- 
est grade in the service, will be a 
failure. Adopt this system, and in less 
than half a generation there will be 
a set of men and officers that will be 
full of the spirit of the service—aye 
equal, if not superior, to the French 
army under Napoleon the Ist, where 
merit was most sure to be rewarded. 
Rely upon it that the youth of a pro- 
gressive people, like the Americans, 
will never consent to stop at a half- 
way house; their aspirations are 
always Excelsior. 
VIATOR. 
Augusta, Maine. 


Obituary. 


Drep at Liverpool, May 29th, Capt. 
Cuartes Frost, of the Ship Kittie 
Floyd, aged 39. 

Capt. Floyd was born in Gorham, 
Me. His youth was spent in his na- 
tive place, till he ventured out upon 
the sea. Discharging faithfully his 
duties as a seaman, he was soon made 
an officer, and for many years was 
known in our own country and in 
many foreign ports, as an enterprising, 
judicious, and reliable commander of a 
ship. Married to an estimable lady, 
and conscious of obligations to the 
children, whom God had loaned to him, 
he was stimulated by high and honor- 
able motives to make that home plea- 
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sant, and the center of earthly happi- 
ness. LHarly educated to respect the 
ordinances and the duties of religion, 
he did not hesitate to acknowledge 
the claims of God in his household life. 
He honored God in his family by read- 
ing his word, and by supplicating his 
blessing in the morning prayer.— 
Though he never made a public pro- 
fession of religion, yet no one, who was 
conversant with his spirit in the last 
months of his life, can doubt the ear- 
nestness of his purpose to be a sincere 
Christian. 

In his last voyage he kept a diary, 
without the least suspicion that it 
would ever beseen, except by the loy- 
ed one to whom it was addressed. In 
this unreserved freedom he speaks of 
his sinfulness, and as he scrutinises 
his motives, he asks, “am I walking 
in the strait and narrow path that 
leadeth unto eternal life?” He refers 
to the value of prayer, both to him- 
self and his family, and or his purpose 
to give prominence to this service in 
his family, if spared to return. He 
makes mention of God’s providential 
goodness, and of his determination to 
trust in Him at all times, and of his 
reliance on the “dear Saviour.” He 
closes the long letter thus— How 
long must we be separated ?—but 
while we are separated, let us be lay- 
ing up treasures in heaven, for I trust 
and pray that God will pardon all of 
our sins, and that our dear family will 
be Christ’s disciples and followers— 
and when we leave this world, we 
shall meet in heaven, never more to 
be separated. What a happy pros- 
pect is before us, if we can only live a 
righteous life.” 

This is one of the last letters he ever 
wrote. He made arrangements to 
leave Liverpool, and wrote his wife on 
the 27th that he expected to sail in 
four days—but he died very suddenly 
on the evening of the 29th, and as the 
post mortem examination proved, the 
result of a long chronic affection. 
How sad the transition! What tid- 
ings to be borne to his widowed and 
desolate home ! 

In a few weeks the lifeless remains 
were brought to Gorham ; and on Sa- 
turday, July 23rd, amid the tears of a 
large circle of sympathizing friends 
and citizens were deposited in the bu- 
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rial place he had chosen for himself 
and family. May He, who gave grace 
to the husband and the father, be mer- 
ciful to the widow and the fatherless. 


A Young Lady in a Trance—Nar- 
row Escape from Burial. 


The Peoria (Ill.) Union, of the 6th 
instant, learns from Mr. D. Story, of 
Medina township, in that county, that 
his daughter Elizabeth, a girl of about 
nineteen years of age, had a veritable 
trance a few days ago. The only 
premonitory symptom seems to have 
been, that on the previous morning 
she “felt like she had not slept alJ 
night, and yet was not conscious of 
havivg been awake.” She was in good 
health and spirits throughh the day 
(31st ult.,) but retired early, and 
seemed so soundly asleep when her 
sister came to bed, that the latter 
could not wake her. In the morning 
she was found apparently dead. The 
Union continues: In a few hours pre- 
parations were in progress for the 
burial of the body, and Thursday set 
for the funeral. The neighbors were 
called in, and after consultation, all 
decided that it was best to bury her 
at the time suggested, no one consid- 
ering it necessary to call a physician. 

On Wednesday evening, however, 
before the coffin had been brought, 
while the younger brother was look- 
ing on the face of his dead sister, he 
thought he saw the lips move, and 
livid with fear, he ran to communicate 
his suspicions to his mother. She was 
just entering the front door, receiving 
some friends from Henry county, and 
at the announcement uttered a most 
agonizing shriek of surprise. This was 
instantly followed by one from the 
chamber where Elizabeth was lying; 
and when the mother and friends en- 
tered the room, she was sitting on the 
cooling board, as much surprised at 
the alarm of her friends as they were 
at her sudden recovery from what 
they thought the grave. The joy of 
of her friends at her recovery can 
better be imagined than described. 
Mr. Story is lately from Henry county, 
and his statement stands endorsed by 
four families residing near him. 
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Tyranny Conquered : 
Or, a Shipmaster’s Story about Floging. 


On my way across the Sound, I fell 
in with two old sea captains—John 
Streeter and Asa Morton—with whom 
I,had some slight acquaintance. Capt. 
Streeter was about. threescore, and 
had followed the sea during most of 
his life. Morton was considerably 
younger, but still a seaman of much 
experience, The subject of abolition 
of flogging in our navy came up in the 
course of conversation, and Captain 


Morton expressed himself very deci- 
dedly in favor of that time honored 
institution, the cat-o’-nine-tails. 

“Tam not prepared to say,” re- 
marked Capt. Streeter, in reply, “that 
the man-o’-wars’ men will be in every 
case benefitted by the abolition of 
flogging, though I am sure it might 
be so. I mean that the officers have 
it within their power to do away with 
all kinds of punishment—I mean, of 
course, for such offenses as are usually 
punished on shipboard.” 

“ For my part,” returned Morton, 
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“ J don’t think I should care to take 
commani of aship, if the power to 
punish refractory seamen as I thought 
proper were taken from me.” 

“ Well,” said Mr. Streeter, “I used 
to think just so. In fact, there were 
but few masters more severe or pas- 
sionate than I was. Men used to run 
away from me, and on more than one 
occasion my life has been in danger 
from the violence of men whom I had 
abused. I used the cat and rope’s 
end almost as freely as I used my 
tongue ; and I used to wonder how it 
happened that I always had the luck 
to get such bad men. 

WhenI was about forty years of 
age, 1 took command of the ship 
Petersham. She was an old craft, 
and had seen full as much service as 
he was capable of seeing with safety. 
But her owners were willing to trust 
a valuable cargo in her, so I would 
mot refuse to trust myself. We were 
bound to Liverpool, and nothing un- 
usual happened until about the eighth 
day out, when we ran foul of a small 
iceberg. It was early in the morning, 
before sunrise, and not above six or 
eight feet of ice was above the water, 
it having nearly all been melted in 
the warm waters of the Gulf Stream. 
I did not think we had sustained much 
injury for the shock was light; but I 
was very angry, and gave the lookout 
a@ severe punishment, without stop- 
ping to inquire whether he could 
have seen the berg in time to escape it. 

My cabin boy was named Jack 
Withers. He was fourteen years of 
age, and this was his first voyage, I 
had taken him from his widowed 
mother, and had promised her that I 
would see him well treated—that was, 
if he behaved himself. He was a 
bright, quick, intelligent lad. I soon 
made myself believe he had an awful 
disposition. I fancied that he was 
tbe most stubborn piece of humanity 
I had ever come across. I had made 
up my mind that he had never been 
properly governed, and had resolved 
to break him in. I told him I'd curb 
his temper before ’'d done with him. 
In reply, he told me that I might kill 
him if I liked ; and I flogged bim with 
the end of the mizzen top-gallant hal- 
liards till he could hardly stand. I 
asked him if he’d got enough, and he 
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told me I might flog him more if I 
wished to. I felt a strong inclination 
to throw the boy overboard, but at 
that moment he staggered back against 
the mizzen-mast from absolute weak- 


_ness, and I left him to himself.— 


When I reasoned calmly about the 
boy’s disposition, I was forced to ac- 
knowledge that he was one of the 
smartest, and most intelligent, and 
faithful lads I had ever seen. When 
I asked him to do anything he would 
be off like a rocket; but when I 
roughly ordered him to do it, then 
came the disposition with which I 
found fault. 

One day when it was very near 
noon, [ spoke to him to bring upmy [ff 
He was looking over the © 
quarter-rail, and I knew he did not 
hear me; the next time I spoke, I 
ripped out an oath, and intimated if 
he did not move I’d help him. 

“J didn’t hear ye,” he said, with an 
independent tone. 

“ No words,” caid I. 

“ T suppose I can speak,” he retort- 
ed, moving slowly towards the com- 
panion way. 

His looks, words, and the slow, care- 
less manner in which he moved, fired 
me ina moment, and I grasped him 


_ by the collar. 


“ Speak to me again like that, and 
VU flog you within an inch of your 
life,” said I. 

“ You can flog away,” he replied, 
firm and undaunted as a rock. 

AndI did flog him. I caught up ] 
the end of a rope and beat him till 
my arm fairly ached; but he never 
winced. 

“ How’s that ?” said I, 

“ There’s a little more life in me 
you’d better flog it out,” was the re- 
ply. 

And I beat him again. I beat him 
till he sank from my hand against the 
rail; and I sent one of my other men 
for my quadrant. Whenit came, and 
I had adjusted it for observation, I 
found that the sun was already past 
the meridian, and that I was too late. | 
This added fuel to the fire of my mad- ]} 
ness, and quickly seizing the lad by | 
the collar, 1 led him to the main hatch | 
way, and had the hatch taken off. I 
then thrust him down, and swore I } 
would keep him there till his stub- | 
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then put on, and I went into the cabin. 
I suffered a good deal that afternoon, 
not with any compunctions of con- 
science for what I had done, but with 
‘my own temper and bitterness. It 
made me mad to think that I could 
not conquer that boy—that I could 
hot break down his cool, stern oppo- 
sition. “ But I will do it, »” T said to 
myself, “ by the heavens above me, 
[ll starve him into it, or he shall die 
under the operation.” 

After supper I went to the hatch- 
way, and called out to him, but he re- 
turned me no answer. So I closed 
the hatch and went away. At ten 
o’clock I called again, and again got 
no answer. I might have thought 
that the flogging had taken ayay ‘his 
senses, had “not some of the men as- 
sured me that they had heard him, 
not an hour before, talking to him. 
self. I did not trouble him again 
until morning. After breakfast I went 
to the hatchway, and called to him 
once more. I heard nothing from 
him, nor could I see him—TI had not 
seen him since I put him down there. 
I called out several times, but he 
would make no reply—and yet the 
same men told me theyhad heard him 
talking that very morning. Heseem- 
ed to be calling on them for help, but 
he would not ask for me. I meant to 
break him into it. “ He’ll beg before 
he’ll starve,” I thought, and so detér- 
mined to let him stay there. I sup- 
posed that he had crawled forward to 
the forecastle bulkhead, in order to 
make the sailors hear him. Some of 
the men asked leave to go down and 
look for him, but I refused, and threat- 
ened to punish the first man that dar- 
ed to go down. 

At noon I went again, and as he did 
not answer me this time, I resolved 
that he should come to the hatchway 
and ask for me ere I went any more. 
The day passed away, and when even- 
ing came again I began to be startled. 
I thought ‘of the many good qualities 
the boy had, and of his widowed mo- 
ther. He had been in the hold thirty- 
six honrs, and all of forty hours with- 
out food or drink. He must be too 
weak to cry out now. It was hard for 
me to give up, but if he died there 
from actual starvation, it might go 
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harder with me still. So at length I 
made up my mind to go and see him. 
It was not quite sundown when I had 
the hatch taken off, and I jumped 
down upon the boxes alone. 

A little way forward I saw a space 
‘where Jack might easily have gone 
down, and to this point I crawled on 
my hands and knees. I called out 
there but could get no answer. A 
short distance further was a wide 
space, which I had entirely furgotten, 
but which I now remembered had 
been left open on account of a break 
in the flooring of the hold, which 
would let anything that might have 
been stored there rest directly upon 
the thin planking of the ship- 

To this place I made my way and 
looked down. I heard the splashing 
of water, and thought I could detect a 
sound like the i incoming of a tiny jet 
or stream. At first I could see noth- 
ing, but as soon as I became used to 
the dim light, I could distinguish the 
faint outlines of the boy at some dis- 
tance below me. He seemed to be 
sitting on the broken floor, with his 
feet stretched out against a cask. I 
called out to him and thought he look- 
ed up 

Xe Tiel. are you there ?” 

And he answered me in a faint, 
“weary tone— 

“Yes, helpme! For heaven’s sake, 
help me! | Bring men and bring a lan- 
tern—the ship has sprung a lealc !” 

I hesitated, and he added in a more 
eager tone— 

“Make haste—I will try and hold 
it till you come back.” 

I waited to hear no more, but hur- 
ried on deck as soon as possible, and 
returned with a lantern and three 
men. 1 leaped down beside the boy, 
and could scarcely believe the evid- 
ence of my ownsenses. Three of the 
timbers were completely worm-eaten 
to the very heart, and one of the out- 
er planks had been broken, and would 
burst in any moment the boy might 
leave it, whose feet were braced 
against the plank before him. Halfa 
dozen little jets of water were stream- 
ing in about him, and he was wet te 
the skin. I saw the plank must burst 
the moment the strain was removed 
from it, so I made my men brace them- 
selves against it before I lifted him 
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up. Other men were called down 
with planks, and spikes, and adzes, 
and with much care and trouble we 
finally succeeded in stopping the leak, 
and arérting the danger. 

The plank which had been stove in 
was six feet long by eight inches 
wide, and would let ina stream of wa- 
ter of that capacity. It would have 
been beyond our reach long before 
we could have discovered it, and 
would have sunk us in a very short 
time. I knew it must be where the 
iceberg struck us. 

Jack Withers was.taken to the ca- 
bin, and there he managed to tell his 
story. Shortly after I put him in the 
hold he crawled forward, and when 
he became used to the dim glimmer 
that came through the dead lights, he 
looked about for a snug place in which 
to lie, for his limbs were very sore. 
He went to sleep, and when he awoke 
he heard a faint sound, like water 

treaming through a small hole. He 
went to the open place in the cargo 
and looked down, and was sure that 
he saw a small jet of water springing 
up through the ship’s bottom. He 
leaped down, and in a few moments 
found that the timbers had given 
wholly away, and that the stream was 
increasing in size. He placed his hand 
upon the plank, and found it broken, 
and discovered that the pressure of 
the water without was forcing it in- 
ward. He had sense enough to see 
that if it gained an inch more it must 
all go, and the ship be lost, and per- 
haps all hands perish. And he saw, 
too, that if he could keep the broken 
plank in its place he might stop the 
incoming flood. So he sat himself 
upon it, and braced his feet against 
the cask, and then called for help. 
But he was too far away, so low down, 
with such a mass of cargo about him, 
that his voice scarcely reached other 
ears than his own. Some of the men 
heard him, but thought he was talk- 
ing to himself. 

And there he sat, with his feet brac- 
ed, for four-and-twenty dreary hours, 
with the water spurting all over him, 
and drenching him to the very skin. 
He had several times thought of going 
to the hatchway and calling for help ; 
but he knew that the broken plank 
would be forced in if he left it, for he 
could feel it heave beneath him—his 


limbs were racked with pain—but he 
would not give up. ,I asked him if he 
should not have given up if I had not 
come as [ did. He answered that he 


could not have done it while he had 


life in him. He said he thought not 
of himself—he was ready to die—but 
he would save the rest if he could— 
and he had saved us, surely saved us 
all, from a watery grave. 

The boy lay sick almost unto death; 
but I nursed kim with my own hands 
—nursed him all through his deliri- 
um; and when his reason returned, 
and he could sit upand talk, I bowed 
myself before him, and humbly asked 
his pardon for all the wrong I had 
done him. Hethrew hisarms around | 
my neck, and told me if I would be 
good to him, he would never give me 
cause of offence; and added, as he sat 
up again— “I am not a coward—t 
could not be a dog.” 

I never forgot those words; and 
from that hour I have never struck a 
blow on board my ship. I make my 
men feel that they are men—that I 
so .egard them, and that I wish to 
make them as comfortable and happy 
as possible; and I have not failed to 
gain their respect and confidence. I 
give no undue license; but make my 
crews feel that they have a friend and 
superior in the same person. For nine 
years [ have sailed in three different 
ships, with the same crew. A man 
could not be hired to leave me save 
for an officer’s berth. 

And Jack Withers remained with 
me thirteen years. He was my cabin 
boy ; one of my foremost hands; my 
second mate; and the last time he 
sailed with me he refused the com- 
mand of a new barque, because he 
would not be separated from me. But 
he is a captain now, and one of the 
best the country ever afforded. Such, 
gentlemen, is ny experience in go- 
vernment and discipline on ship- 
board.” 


= 


Latest Wis or Wasuineron Irv- 
Inc.—A few days before his death, 
Mr. Irving visited his mother’s grave 
in the Cemetery, and while weeping 
over it, asked the superintendent 
when he died to bury him by her side. 
His request will be. complied with. 
He had selected this spot long ago. 
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Honolulu, 8. I. 


Rev. ‘8. C. Damon, Cuaprarn. 
The Morning Star,—Marquesian Mis- 

ston,— Wreck of the American whale 

ship “ Twilight,” of Nantucket, ete. 
JuLty 29, 1859. 

The “ Morning Star” returned this 
week from her successful trip to the 
Marquesan Islands. The affairs of the 
' mission were prospering. The origin, 
success and prospects of the Hawaiian 
mission to the Marquisan Islands, form 
an interesting chapter in the history 
of missions in Polynesia. Many years 
ago the London Missionary Society 
sent missionaries to those islands, but 
finally abandoned the field as unpro- 
mising. The enterprise was a failure. 
Missionaries under the American 
Board, previously undertook to estab- 
lish a mission there, but the expense 
of the mission, demand for labors at 
_ the Sandwich Islands, and other causes 
operated to break up the enterprise. 
The French Catholics, under the pro- 
tection of Men-of-war, next entered 
the field. The French Government 
has entirely abandoned the islands, 
and the Catholic missionaries have 
been reduced in number, while their 
success has been far from encourag- 
ing. Hawaiian missionaries entered 
the field in 1853, under the following 
circumstances: — Matanui, a petty 
' chief, from the island of Fatuhiva, vis- 
ited the Sandwich Islands, really for 
the purpose of obtaining means for 
carrying on a war, as he had been 
beaten and conquered, but ostensibly 
he asked for missionaries. The ap- 
peal for missionaries was heeded, 
while that for guns and powder, was 
not listened to. The “ Hawaiian Mis- 
sionary Society,” appealed to the Ha- 
waiian churches for missionariés and 
money. The appeal was heard. Both 
were forthcoming. Ina few weeks, 
the brig “ Royalist” sailed with her 
precious cargo. 

Here let me remark, that not a few 
even of those who were most enthu- 
siastic in fitting off the expedition, 
entertained serious fears respecting 
the final success of the enterprise. 
It seemed, however, so manifest a 
call of Diyine Providence, that, it 
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would have seemed perfectly recre- 
ant to the cause of missions, not to 
have made a prompt, generous and 
self-denying response. 

Six years have passed away and 
now we are permitted to witness a 
well established mission; having five 
or six stations where there is regular 
preaching of the Gospel. The Gos- 
pel of John has been translated and 
published in the Marquesian dialect. 
The Holy Spirit has been manifest in 
the conversion of the hardened and 
besotted islanders. A church has 
been organized. Hawaiian missiona- 
ries have shown an aptness for labor. 
The Rey. J. Bicknell is the only Fo- 
reign or English missionary. He was 
formerly a carpenter in Honolulu, la- 
boring at day labor. About 1852 his 
mind became interested in religious 
subjects, and he united with Fat-st. 
church. When the expedition start- 
ed, in 1853, he offered his services, 
and went out at “his own charges,” 
not relying for support upon the Soci- 
ety. The result has been, that he 
has proved himself an able and suc- 
cessful laborer. Some three years 
since, he visited Honolulu, received 
ordination, and returned. He has ac- 
quired an influence among the savage 
islanders which is truly wonderful 
and well nigh fabulous. We havea 


good illustration of this factin connec- 


tion with the late wreck of the Amer- 
ican whale ship “ Twilight,” of Nan- 
tucket, in May last. I will not detail 
the full particulars of the wreck, but 
simply state the following facts: Af- 
ter the sad disaster, the master and 
crew succeeded in getting some of 
their things on shore, but the natives 
displayed their hostility and thievish 
propensity. The wreck occurred in 
a bay, where there was no missionary 
station. The natives had thrown 
down stones upon the vessel from a 
high bank. There was a combination 
among different tribes to plunder the 
vessel and massacre the crew. At 
this critical moment arrived the Rey. 
M. Bicknell in his boat, the “ Aloha,” 
from his station about ten miles dis- 
tant. Through his presence and kind- 
ly interference, the savages were calm- 
ed, their rage abated, and the whole 
aspect of things entirely changed. 


' Just at this critical moment too, when 
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Mr. Bicknell had succeeded in his dif- 
ficult mission, lo, the “ Morning Star ” 
appears in sight. The result was that 
this little missionary vessel, owned 
by the children of America, takes on 
board the masters, officers and sailors 
of the “ Twilight,” and brings some of 
them safely to Honolulu, leaving the 
remainder at the Society Islands. 
These facts I learn from Capt. Hatha- 
way, of the “ Twilight,” and one of his 
officers, as well as from Capt. Brown, 
of the “ Morning Star.” All agree, in 
speaking, of the almost miraculous de- 
liverance of the crew of the wrecked 
vessel from the murderous hands of a 
tribe of cannibals. 

Since the “Morning Star” has re- 
turned to Honolulu, a salvage of 30 
per cent. has been awarded to the 
owners of the “ Morning Star,” but 
whether it will be received, is to be 
left to the prudential Committee of 
the American Board in Boston. In 
my humble opinion, I hope the Board 
will decline taking the award, not be- 
cause it may not be sufficient, in dol- 
lars and cents for the work rendered, 
but upon the ground that it might 
seem like taking pay for performing a 
deed of humanity. Morally speaking 
the whole credit of saving the wreck 
and tite crew from utter destruction, 
belongs to that modest and devoted 
missionary, the Rey. Mr. Bicknell. It 
was with the utmost difficulty that he 
was persuaded to take some compara- 
tively worthless portions of the wreck 
as a compensation for his services. 
Capt. Hathaway urged some things 
upon him, but he still wished to pay 
for them. Knowing Br. B. Bicknell’s 
character most thoroughly, I am fully 
prepared to believe those statements 
without the least allowance for exag- 
geration. He has chosen a most diffi- 
cult, trying and self-denying field of 
missionary labor, but most patiently 
and ‘nobly is he doing his Master’s 
work. 

Although I might seem to be offi- 
cious in making the suggestion, I do 
hope the owners and the insurers of 
the “ Twilight” will testify their ap- 
preciation of the Rev. Mr. Bicknell’s 
important services. There is no man- 
ner of doubt, that every dollar real- 
ized from the sale of the wreck is, in 
reality, owing to his timely interposi 
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tion. What his humility and modes} 
ty would lead him to decline, shoul 
at least be tendered to him. | 
I would merely add, that Captain} 
Hathaway has presented Capt. Brown: 
of-the “Morning Star,” with the} 
“Twilight ” chronometer. 
Yours, s. C. D. 

—_—___+ 


San Francisco. 
Rev. J. Rowell, Chaplain. 


I feel very much like snatching a 
few moments from duties and sleep] 
to write another article for the Maga} 
zine. 

Since I Jast wrote, the religious inj 
terest among seamen here, which ha 
for months been slowly increasing: 
has considerably progressed. My Sab 
bath congregations have grown, till 
my little church is quite respectab! 
filled, and my prayer-meeting at the} 
Sailors’ Home, has grown in the sam ‘i 
way, till the little room there, which} 
will hardly seat forty persons, woul 
not hold all that came. Now the} 
planking of the streets near the Bethel 
is so poor and defective, that I had 
never dared to appoint a night meet- 
ing there, for fear that lives might be} 
lost. But now, we must go some 
where, for the present place was too} 
narrow,—so I was compelled to open 
the church for evening meetings. 
Just as I had resolved to do so, there 
landed from the ship Dashing Wave, \ 
eleven pious seamen, of whom seven had} 
been converted on the voyage. At) 
the same time a few more of such 
came ashore from other vessels, so 
that we had a strong band of convert- 
ed seamen, whose presence gave quite 
an impulse to the feeling already ex- 
isting. Sabbath came, and with it the 
largest congregation I have ever seen 
in the church. After sermon, I invit- 
ed all who wished to do so, to remain. 
to pray, and more than forty persons. 
remained. I invited some of the new 
converts to tell us their story, which 
they did—but finding it was likely to 
consume too much time, I told them 


1 


. that our first evening meeting in the 


church should be devoted chiefly to 
hearing them—so on the next eve- 
ning we came together, and though 
no public notice had been given of the 
meeting, more than one hundred per- 
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sons, as I estimated them; assembled, 
and we had a very interesting meet- 
ing. On Tuesday night, and again on 
Thursday evening I lectured in the 
Bethel to good and interested audi- 
ences, and have continued these meet- 
ings this week also, and shall -proba- 
bly continue them for some weeks to 
come. 

These young men from the Dashing 
Wave, have nearly all gone to the 
Mines, where they are likely to stay. 
for some time. They have evidently 
been taught of God on their voyage. 
They held their prayer-meetings in 
the forecastle, with the full consent 
even of those who “cared for none 
of these things,” and some of those 
who were converted, were those who 
seemed the lcast hopeful cases. By 
general consent, full sway was given 
to the meetings, and even those who 
did not join in them, or enter the 
room while they were carried on, took 
pains not to disturb them. The Cap- 
tain of the vessel is a pious man, and 
not only favored the pious sailors in 
their efforts, but held prayers for all 
who would attend daily in the cabin. 
He denies emphatically the slander, 
that piety spoils a sailor. No reason- 
able man can need to hear such a slan- 
der denied—but there are many sea 
captains and others who seem to think 
that the conversion of sailors tends to 
ruin commerce. This case of the 
Dashing Wave, isa cheering sign of the 
times. “His way is in the sea.”— 
Henceforth we will not feel that dur- 
ing their visits to the shore only, may 
we expect the conversion of seamen, 
but will look for the larger number of 
converts to the sea itself,“ the ships 
of Torshish first to bring thy sons 
from far.” 

As last Sabbath was the regular 
time for inviting those who might 
wish to join our church, to present 
themselves for examination, I gave the 
invitation, and six sailors presented 
themselves, who were examined and 
accepted. Two of these were from 
the Dashing Wave, and three of them 
had their awakening as well as their 
new birth here. One of the six, has 
since gone to sea, and the other five 
we expect to receive at our next com- 
munion. One of them, I judge from 
his name and place of nativity, to bea 


blood relative of the pioneer mission- 
ary, Samuel J. Mills. May he follow 
the same path to glory. 

I find a general tenderness of feel- 
ing among seamen, both in the hospi- 
tal and elsewhere, more than at any 
time before now, and I have much 
hope for the future. Iam exceeding- 
ly pressed with duties, and greatly in 
need of colporteur aid,—but God will 
care for all these things. We are all 
well as usual. 

Your brother in Christ, 
J. RowELt. 


—_——_+ 9+ —___ 


Havre Chaplaincy. 


In a communication received not 
long since, Rev. E. N. Sawtell says, 
“On account of the interesting state 
of things here, I have, for the last 
month or six weeks been holding 
three services on the Sabbath, and 
one Sabbath I made four addresses, 
that is preached twice, addressed the 
Sabbath-school, then gave a lengthy 
address at the prayer meeting. On 
Monday morning I was unable to go 
through family worship, and I very 
much fear I shall be obliged to give 
up the Sabbath prayer meetings 
altogether.” 

A letter by the same mail from 
Rev. J. B. Hardenburgh, D.D., on a 
visit to Havre, for the health of his 
wife and daughter, says, “I have, of 
course, found the American Chapel 
and made the acquaintance of its 
worthy pastor, and had the priviledge 
of: preaching twice to his people on 
the last Sabbath, besides joining him 
in a prayer meeting at Mr. de Con- 
inck’s in the afternoon. I was truly 
delighted to see our friends here in 
possession of such a neat and conve- 
nient House of Worship, while the 
congregation exceeded all I had anti- 
cipated, both in character and num- 
bers,.o1 ali nations, who could under- 
stand our language. Such an audience 
might well satisfy any reasonable man 
at home; for the church was nearly 
full in the evening,—the rain prevent- 
ing the attendance of some in the 
morning, The attendance of so many 
intelligent, inquiring, and Godly per- 
sons, American, English, Scotch, 
French, Swedish, and of other nations, 
furnished conclusive evidence to my 
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mind of the attractive power of the 
Rev. Dr. Sawtell as a minister of the 
Gospel, present as well as past, and 
gave the most flattering promise of 
his extended usefulness for the 
future.” 

Mr. S. on account of his health and 
pecuniary necessities has since, by the 
advice of Havre friends, made a visit 
ofa few weeks to England and Ire- 
land, leaving his pulpit in charge of a 
clergyman from Irejand, also in pur- 
suit of rest and health. 


————_+ 9 >+—_—_—_— 


Deferred Correspondence. 


The Rey. John Mayers, Chaplain at 
Marseilles, France, gave us last sum- 
mer an interesting account of his la- 
bors among the Austrian captives, 
who were sent to that port by thou- 
sands. Mr. Mayers found them very 
eager to obtain copies of the Serip- 
tures, and rejoiced to receive tracts in 
their several languages. They were 
Hungarians, Galicians, Poles, &c.— 
Some of whom were descendants of 
Abraham. He says: “When I pro- 
duced a large packet of tracts, I had 
hundreds around me scrambling for a 
copy or two. The scene was exciting 
and touching beyond description, es- 
pecially when on Jeayving, I beheld 
their expressions of thankfulness.— 
Some of them insisted on kissing my 
hands; and I had some trouble in ex- 
tricating myself from the crowd press- 
ing around me.” 

Mr. Mayers was so fortunate as to 
procure these, together with a few 
dozen copies of the New Testament in 
German, from Capt. Harnden, of 
Maine, to whom he acknowledges his 
obligations, and in whose society, and 
that of some other American captains, 
he found much pleasure. 

Of the distribution of the copies of 
the New Testament he says: “IfI had 
had gold to distribute, there could not 
have been more greediness displayed 
than those prisoners manifested to re- 


ceive the Word of Life.” 

In a subsequent letter, Mr. Mayers 
manifests much satisfaction in the good 
influence and example of some other 
American captains, Would that aid 
were of sucha character! A pious 
Captain has a great power for good 
oyer his own men, and over officers of 
other vessels, and many exercise this 
power. But “one sinner destroyeth 
much good :”—and of no men on earth 
is this more true than of sailors. 


———- +e 
History of a Seaman’s Library. 
The following interesting commu- 
nication relative toa Forecastle libra- 
ry under the careof Sea Missionaries, 
were furnished for the Frienp by the 
District Secretary, Rev.S. W. Hawks, 
We call the attention of Sunday 
Schools especially to this branch of 
our work. 


. In the month of July last, a contri- 
bution of $53 for the seamen’s cause 
was taken up in the Ist Congrega- 
tional Church in M. In the contribu- 
tion box was placed the following 
note. 

“T enclose $30 for your Society, 
and hope it will be the means of do-- 
ing much good for the cause of Christ. 
Please constitute my wife a life mem- 
ber, and appropriate $10 for a library 
for me, and may God still continue to 
bless your Society, and turn the hearts 
of men to praise his name, is my pray- 
er. PY SeeEISE? 

This library was put by Capt. Bart- 
lett, into the hands of a young man 
recently converted, who sailed in the 
bark Y 4h , of Boston, for Ma- 
laga. On board the vessel were sey- 
enteen persons, five of whom were 
passengers. Three of the crew were 
Christians. These pious sailors soon 
commenced a prayer meeting in the 
forecastle, which was regularly held 
three times a week, during the voy- 
age. In the meantime the books 
were distributed among all who wish- 
ed to read them. 

While the bark was lying in port 
at Malaga, a bull-fight took place 
upon the Sabbath. Nearly all the 
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seamen in port, except the crew of meetings in the forecastle. We estab- 
the Y ae , attended the bull- } lished meetings on Sunday and Wed- 
fight, and as the consequence, the $ nesday evenings, and have kept them 
lock-up was crowded with sailors on } up until now, when most of the crew, 
Monday. In the mean time this crew } with the exception of the officers, 
were keeping the Sabbath on board } have been present; and when the © 
the vessel, holding their prayer meet- } weather permitted, we have had the 


—_ 


ing, and reading the books of the Sea- } passengers with us, one gentleman, 
men’s Library. In the evening, the { two ladies and the captain’s wife. 
owner of the vessel, who was provi- } God has been with us at these meet- 
dentially there at the time, went on ings. Besides these meetings in our 
board and conducted a religious meet- 3 watch below, we employ ourselves in 


ing. He read and expounded the 14th 3 reading God’s Word, and the other books 
chapter of John. It was ameeting of { out of thelibrary. On the first Sabbath 
great interest. One of the crew was } that we were here, B. and P. went on 
converted by the influence of the $ board of several ships in the harbor, 
truth to which he listened in the meet- 3 and distributed tracts among the sea- 
ing. When Monday came, the crew } men, who received them very thank- 
were ready for duty, and the work 3} fully. Oh, my dear sir, pray for us, 
went on without the usual delay and } and let all our dear friends in Boston 
trouble attending a drunken brawl 3 pray for us. 
upon the Sabbath. ‘ (Signed) J. M. H—, 
I. 


In due time the vessel arrived in pas 
Boston, having made a pleasant and P. S—, 
prosperous voyage. The young man, M. O——. 
in whose hands the library was placed, One of the ladies here mentioned, 
by his modest deportment and earn- } jn a letter to a friend in Boston, 
estness has been the means of leading speaks of those meetings as follows : 
not less than twelve other seamen to ‘On the third Sandsy out from Bos- 


Christ. As he was brought to the con- 
age ae of his own spiritual state, 
y reading a book given to him at the : Supp See 
Sailors’ Home, he she felt a peculiar ee a eqn ia et i di t 
interest in the distribution of religious aa hte hed te i 8 hy * a? 4 
books among seamen. The following the Hi 5 se Aika eae Led : 
note from this young man was receiy- Lia le aia norman PL ais alte! 
were keeping holy day. My heart 


ton, I was able to accept the oft-re- 
peated ingitation to attend the 7 o’clock 


ed on the arrival of the Voeeeh truly longed for the courts of the 
Boston, Sattors’ Home, Lord. Often before had a strange 
October 11, 1859. thrill that awakened tears,run through 

Rey. Mx. Hanks: me at the thought that all but three 


Srr,—Having received one of your rteds 
libraries from Capt. Bartlett, before Pilate pin rE een. igh 
sailing, and haying now arrived in } door and bid them God speed; but I 
Boston again, | beg leave to mention } was too sick. To-night I feit better, 
that the books were read most thank- } and went in with all the cabin com- 
fully by most of the crew, andI trust } pany, except the captain. The fore- 
the perusal of them has been instru- { castle was fixed up tidily. Every- 
mental of much good. thing seemed to be in its place. One 

Hi. B. lamp was fastened to a beam, and sent 

The following, dated at Malaga, Au- 3 its imperfect light around on those 
gust 10th. was directed to Capt. Bart- } who were to take the charge. The 
lett, and signed by four of the crew. service was begun by reading the 

Dear Srr.—It was with a heavy } psalm, “Oh, come, let us sing unto the 
heart that we left the Sailors’ Home, } Lord; let us make a joyful noise unto 
and all our Christian friends, but God 3 the rock of our salvation.” Never 
has been with us, and in him we can } shall I forget, when, after singing “I 
put our trust. The day after we sail- { am going home to die no more,” one 
ed from Boston, H. B. asked permis- } of them knelt in prayer, and in a 
sion of the captain to have prayer } humble petition, committed us to him 
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who heareth the contrite,and sheweth 
mercy. ile prayed for the dear friends 
who were remembering us, away out 
on the sea, and the thought of you as 
you gather around the family altar, 
came sweetly to mind; and more 
sweetly came the thought of a cloud 
of incense ascending from sea and 
land, and mingling before the mercy- 
seat. Not a sound from without was 
heard as he rose. The soft evening 
mist enwrapped us as in a yail, but 

“ More sofily than the dew is shed, 

Or cloud is floated overhead,” 
fell the dews of the Holy Spirit’s pre- 
sence and influence in the forecastle. 
I was glad there was but one lamp, 
for I could not restrain my tears. 
With probable reference to us from 
the cabin, there was next read the 
third chapter of John,and as the truth 
in a simple way, was pressed upon us, 
it seemed a solemn thing to hear it. 
Truly thought I, it will come up in 
our condemnation, if we receive it not. 

“How awful is this place 

With Christ within the doors.” 

All retired apparently impressed, 
when the service was concluded. My 
hope and prayer is that of this hum- 
ble room it may hereafter be record- 
ed, ‘This man was born there.’ Truly, 
T was not prepared to find our ship a 
bethel. I hope, by the good influence 
of such examples as these sailors give, 
to be made better. My friends 
thought only of improving my phy- 
sical health, without reference to my 
spiritual good. But God’s ways are 
not our ways ; he designed to quicken 
the spiritual life of a passenger by a 
poor sailor in the forecastle.” —' 


° 


Resolutions of the Virginia Con- 
ference of the M. E. Church. 


We take great pleasure in publish- 
ing the following Resolutions adopted 
by the Conference at their recent Ses- 
sion. The writer of this remembers 
with great pleasure his intercourse 
with Smith, and Lee, and Edwards, 
and many other brethren of that Con- 
ference, in years past. Yet even these 
resolutions scarcely reconcile us to the 
loss of our Brother Bocges, who has 
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been removed from his Chaplaincy in 
Richmond, to some other field, just, 
when he was best fitted to do sailor’s 
work. 

“ Whereas, The moral and religious 
instruction of seamen has hitherto re- 
ceived but comparatively little atten- 
tion and support from this Conference, 
and believing them to be a class of 
persons entitled to more considera- 
tion at our hands, as affording an inte- 
resting field for Christian enterprize 
in their own conversion, as well as pre- 
senting an inviting channel for carry- 
ing the Gospel to almost every land. 

Resolved; Ist, That we feel deeply 
impressed with the importance of spe- 
cial efforts in their behalf, and that we 
will endeavor as far as we can to de- 
vote our energies to their moral and 
religious welfare. 

Qnd, That we regard with pleasure 
the efforts put forth by the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society, in our own 
and foreign lands for the conversion of 
seamen, and cheerfully commend it to 
the prayers and liberal consideration 
of our congregations.” 


Marine Losses for Gctober and 
November. 


The Courier and Enquirer of this 
city, published on the first days of 
November and December, very care- 
fully prepared tables of the Marine 
losses for the months of October and 
November, showing, Ist, the name of 
the vessel ; 2nd, the name of the mas- 
ter; 3rd, when and where built ; 4th, 
character of disaster; and 5th, value 
of freights, vessel and cargo. 


‘We regret that we can only find 
room for the following: 


RECAPITULATION (For Octosrr) 1859. 


Ships lost, or suffering serious disaster, 24 
Barks, ay. & as - . 21 
Steamers, “ Wo cs ee 7 
Brigs, ce “ “ “ 15 
Schooners “ hy a " 29 
The value of vessels and freight, was $1,791,700 
The value) of cargo, 2A. - coae comm ence 2,059,600 
otal; aussi. .<dahwguninestiee ees $3,857,300 — 
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Recapitulation of Marine losses, Novem- 
ber, 1859. 

The following is a recapitulation of 
the amount of losses during the month 
of November, according to the best 
information we can obtain. The 
amount largely exceeds that for any 
month of the past forty years: 


Freight & Vessel. Cargoes, 
Steamers, (9) ---- $1,126,000 $3,433,000 
Ships, -.---°(56) -... _ 1,325,5(0 1,920,760 
Barks,-.-.- (87) ---. 506,000 790,700 
Brigg. <.ce @9) -.es 132,800 ° 151,800 
Schooners,. (84) ...- 112,800 246,900 
Freight and Vessels, $3,203,100 $5,543,160 
Cargoes,<-=..-.5--.. © °6,543,160 
$9,746,260 


e 
The Courier and Enquirer adds: 


“This list embraces but a small por- 
tion of the disasters which are report- 
ed as occurring on the coast of Eng- 
land during the gales of 27th and 28th 
October, when 96 vessels were totally 
wrecked, and 530, more or less damag- 
ed, involving a loss of over six million 
dollars. Adding the value of these 
vessels afid their cargoes to the fear- 
ful catalogue now before us, the des- 
truction of property would doubtless 
reach the sum of 12,000,000 of dol- 
lars. 

Among the losses enumerated, the 
list shows the almost instantaneous 
destruction of two valuable iron steam- 
ers, and a consequent frightful loss of 
life, showing most conclusively that 
vessels built of this material are not 
as safe as properly constructed wooden 
ships. Compare the disasters to the 
North Star, where a steamer lay for six 
days on a coral reef, with the annihi- 
lation of the Indian, and who will con- 
tend that iron is a safer material for 
ship-building than wood? Hither the 
proper mode of building iron vessels 
has not yet been found, or they cannot 
be made as substantial as the old- 
fashioned wooden frame, composed of 
white oak, planked with the same ma- 
terial, and thoroughly fastened and 
secured. This isan important subject 
to consider, and should command the 
attention of those having the interest 
of humanity at heart, as a large pro- 
portion of the passenger steamers en- 
gaged between this port and Europe 
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is constructed of iron, and within a 
few years a large increase of these 
vessels may be looked for. 

It may be said very properly, that 
without due caution and care on the 
part of masters of steamers, such a list 
as we publish to-day will not be con- 
sidered as a novelty, and unless our 
Insurance Companies, who have the 
power in their own hands, hold Cap- 
tains to a more strict accountability, 
and deprecate this universal strife 
which exists to make quick passages, 
thus running their vessels at the top 
of their speed when in the vicinity of 
land, it may be our painful duty to re- 
peat the obituary of to-day.” 


We wish that we had space for the 
Tables in full; for we know how inte- 
resting and useful they are to the men 


of the sea. 
® 
Several weeks ago, a geologist, con- 
nected with an exploring expedition 
some 1,400 miles away from Boston, 
who was skeptical in religious matters, 
was remarked by his companions to 
become suddenly changed in his man- 
ner and whole deportment. He was 
much distressed, and feared to hear 
news from home. He feared lest his 
wife was ill, notwithstanding he had 
heard from her only a short time be- 
fore, and she was in her usual health. 
His friends called him a spiritualist, 
and laughed at him; but he could not 
overcome his anxiety. [inally, in his 
great distress he opened his Bible, fell 
on his knees, and prayed as he had not 
done for many ayear. He soon found 
peace to his mind, and went about his 
duties as usual. In the next letter he 
conveyed the happy intelligence to his 
wife that he had become a Christian ; 
and in the mean while his wife had 
commenced a prayer-mecting with 
eight of her friends, remembering the 
absent one especially in their prayers. 
Strange as it would seem, this man’s 
distress began at the time that prayer- 
meeting was commenced; and on the 
last Sabbath husband and wife both 
sat down to the table of the Lord. 


A 


hundred years will have elapsed since 
the organization of the first Public 
School in Germantown, Pa. 
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Receipts for November, 1859. 


New HAmpsuire., 


Ackworth Congregational Church, $ 13 05 
Auburn Gongregational Church, const, 

Tiey, Jarvis Holmes, L M , (in part,) 14 00° 
Lebanon, Congregational Ohurch, 19 00 
Merrimack, Congregational Ch., const, 

Rev. E. J. Hart, L.M., 20 00 
North Hampton, Cong. Church, const. 

John Leavitt, L. M,, (in part,) 14 00 


. Ossipee Center, Congregational Church, 3 00 
VERMONT. 
Burlington, 8. School, 1st Church, Ship’s 


Library, 10 00 
Brattleboro’, S. School, Central Church, 7 18 
St Johnsbury Centre, 8, School, 6 00 

Mass acuHuserrs. 
Ashley, Congregational Church, 15 00 
Goshen, Congregational Church, 4 00 
Groton, Congregational Church, 28 90 
Heath, Sunday School, 1 27 


Holyoke. Young Ladies of Cong. Ch. cons. 


Harriet Wood, L. M., (in part,) 11 16 
Harvard, Congregational Church. 30 75 
Lanesbourgh, Congregational Church, 5 75 
Ludlow, Congregational Church, 8 42 

& Montague, Congregational Church, const. 

Edwin Dimon, L. M,, 22 50 
Townsend, Congregational Church, 6 00 
Woburn, First Congregational Church, 

$20. for Ships’ Libraries, 68 29 


Worcester, Central Congregational Ch., 47 86 

Westford, Second Congregational Church, 17 75 
Conxncrticur. 

Bridgeport, First Congregational Church, 60 00 


Centerville, 8. School, 5 00 
Clinton, Cong. Ch. (per Rev. J. L, Elliott,) 24 34 
Darien, Rev. Mrs. Kinney, 1 00 


Farmington, Ist Congregational Church, 23 17 


A Friend, 1 00 
e. Fairfield, First Congregational Church, 20 24 
Glastenbury, Congregational Church 5 00 
Hartford, First Congregational Church, 180 00 
i- New Laven, Geo. A Pillow, (Yale,) 3 00 
Ridgefield, Congregationai Ch., to const. 
Calvin A. Kendall, L. M., 20 77 


Methodist Epis. Church, to const. 
Rev, J. J, Wolley, L. M, (in part,) 15 06 

Southport, #. Marquand, to const. Clark 
Bissell and Joseph Bissell, L M’s, 40 00 
Stonington, Members of Coug. Church, 101 85 


Sonth Coventry, Second Church, 7 00 
West Killingly, John D. Bigelow. to const. 
Misa Lucy Bacon, L. M., 20 00 


West Merriden Ist Congregational Ch., 42 00 
Ruyope Istanp. 

Providence, 8. School of Ben‘ficent Ch., 9 25 

Westerly, Congregational Church, 10 00 
New Yor, 

Catskill, Presbyterian Church, $20 from 

E. B, Day, tocons. Geo. Camp, L. M., 70 51 

Nrw Jersny. 

Milburne, S School, 5 00 

West Bloomfield, Presbyterian Church, 40 54 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia, Miss J, H. Farris, 1 00 
Disrriot or Coutumsra. 

Washington, Com. C. K, Stribling, U.S.N. 20 00 
WISCONSIN, 


Fon du Lac, A Friend, 3 00 
Delevan, Congregational Church, 12 13 
ALABAMA, 

Eutaw, Presbyterian Church, 37 50 
Baptist Church, 4 50 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 10 09 

Gainsville, Friends, to const. Rey. B.S. 

Williams, L. M., 28 00 
A Friend, 6 50 
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Marion, Sundry persons, yee 0 
Selma, Friends, cons. Rev. N. L. Devotie, me 
LM. 
Tallageda, Pres, Church, to const A.B. ‘6 
McCorkle, L. M., 23 
Baptist Church, to const. Rev. J. J. ‘ 
D. Penfroe, L. M., (balance,) 7 0 
Tuscaloosa, Friends, to const. Rey. Chas. 
Manly, Rev. Mr. Cottrell, and Rey. Mr. 


White, L. M.’s, 70 50 
Tallageda County, Walter Reynolds, to a 
const. Rey. O. Welch, L. M., 20 

Simon Morris, 1 00 

Uniontown, Rey. J. Bancroft, 5 00 

Mississippi. 

Columbus, Presbyterian Church, 40 50 
Baptist Chureh, to const. Rev. T. C. . 
Teasdale, L M., 21 60 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 34 00 

Enterprise, Methodist Epis. Church, to 

const. their Pastora L. M., _ 20 00 
Baptist Church, to cons their Pastor 
L. M., 20 00 
Presbyterian Church, 3 00 
Macon, Baptist Church, to const. G. H. 
Martin, L. M., 20 00 
Methodist Epis. Church, to const. 
Rev. J. A. Heard, L M., Ps 20 50 
Dan’l Deupree, to const. Mrs. E. 
Deupree, L. M., 20 00 
$1,569 35 


Sailor’s Home, New York. 


Mrs. Affie Hawley, Deposit, New York—2 Com- 
fortables, (one for Sailors’ Widows Home.) 

A Clergyman’s Widow, 84 years of age, two 
pairs Woolen Socks. 3 

Mrs. L, Edwards, Trumbull, Conn, one pair 
Socks, two Sheets,, two Shirts, one Quilt. 


Pennsylvania Division, embracing Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and 
Maryland.—Receipts for November. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
Chester, Presbyterian Church, 10 83 
Manayunk, Presbyterian Sabbath School, 2 75 
Philadelphia, Ist Ref. Dutch Ch., additional 15 00 


First Presbyterian Church, sf 10 00 
Trinity Methodist Epis. Ch, 13 00 
Miscellaneous, 8. & W. Welsh, 50 00 
Edward H. Worne, Esq., to const. 
Rev.G Hughes, L. D., A. 8. F. 8. 50 00 


DELAWARE. 


Odessa, Methodist Epis. Ch., additional, 5 00 
Wilmington, Hanover Presbyterian ©n., 55 00 


New JERSEY. 


Red Bank, Methodist Episcopal Church, 5 56 
Presbyterian Church, 4 57 
$221 70 

Receipts of Boston Sea. Friend Society. 
Boston, Mount Vernon Church, $195 60 
Bowdoin Street a 158 50 
Old South “ Ff 230 69 
Essex f ve 278 38 
Park ae ee 167 51 
Salem ss xy 89 26 
Chelsea, Broadway G: 68 20 
Winner issett ¢ 51 90 
East Boston, Maverick 18 50 
Brighton, Evangelical bs 60 60 
Roxbury, Eliott ae 70 00 
Newton, Center te 58 50 


Sailor’s Home, Boston. 


From Ladies’ Benevolent Society, Francistown, 
N. H., 5 pair Sheets, 6 Shirts, 21 pair Stockings, 1 
Quilt, 1 Comforter, 5 pair Pillow Cases, 24 Towels, 


Jan. 1860. 


Published by the American Seamen’s Friend Society. 


Vol. 3. No. 1. 


To the Crew of the Life Boat. 


Dear Youne Frmnps, 

We wish youahappy New Year! Did 
you think to ask the Superintendent if he 
had ordered the Boats for another year, 
or if he would call all hands for another 
cruise? I will tell you how you can get 
them gratis. Just gather up $10 fora 
Library for a sea mission. Read the fol- 
lowing article, and see what it is, then 
set right about it, and let us have some 
good done this year. I would like to say 
more, but this Boat is so full, we can stow 
away no more in it. 
e 


More about “Sea Missions.” 


Cheering news has just been received 
at Boston, concerning an interesting work 
of grace at sea in connection with the use 
of a Seamen’s Library, and the faithful 
efforts of Christian seamen. The follow- 
ing is an extract from a letter of the com- 
mander of the vessel. It is directed to 
Capt. Bartlett, who acts as missionary 
among seamen at Boston, and through 
whom the Seamen’s Friend Society fur- 
nishes the Libraries for seamen. The let- 
ter is dated, * 

CrHar.eston, Noy. 30th, 1859. 

Dear Brother,—Truly God has done 
great things in our midst. We com- 
menced our voyage by imploring the Spi- 
rit of God to be with us, and appointing 
three nights in the week for prayer-meet- 
ings, and family prayer every evening. 
It would do your heart good to see the 
interest felt in the meetings from the first. 


Before we had been out a week, the inte- 
rest was so great, that I appointed meet- 
ings every nigat and day, and I have 
conversed with my men ; and need I say, 
that I have received the blessing—a bless 
ing so great, that there is not room in 
my heart to hold it. My soul is over- 
flowing with joy and gratitude to think 
that God should so honor this vessel with 
his presence. The interest increased day 
by day. First one and then another was 
convicted of sin, and began to feel them- 
selves lost and ruined. Soon one came 
to me and told me how he felt. I prayed 
God to direct me in leading him to the 
Saviour. I did so as the Spirit gave me 
utterance, and the blessing of God follow- 
ed my remarks, carrying them to his 
heart. He is now exhorting his shipmates 
tobe recouciled to God. = * + es ss see 
Last night we went to a city church, 
where we were invited, and I believe 
good was mutually received. I do not 
think they will soon forget the “ crew 
that was led by their Captain in to the 
prayer room.” 

While I write, the Bethel flag is waving 
gracefully at our mast-head. * * * Tears 
of joy fill my eyes as I write, to think 
that I should be placed in command of a 
vessel with the Bethel flag at the main. 
My sheét is full, but I have not told yoa 
half. I will just say, every Soul in the 
forecastle is either rejoicing in hope, or 
earnestly seeking the way of life. * * * * 
I believe eternity alone will reveal the 
good which the Library has done. The 
selection of the volumes shows a mind 
well acquainted with the sailor’s wants. 
Although in this life we may not know 
all the impressions made by these means, 
we may rest assured that God will bless 
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them abundantly to the saving of souls. 
Yours in Christ, 1 HOE 

P. S.—Oxe of the sailors on board of 
this vessel who was very useful, and of 
whom the captain modestly says, ‘“to him 
under God,.may be attributed the greater 
part of this work,” is the man who was 
converted at Malaga. See History of 
Seamen’s Library in Sailor’s Magazine 


oe 


The children appreciate the 
Seamen’s Cause. 


The cause was recently presented on a 
certain Sabbath evening to the Presby- 
terian congregation, (O.S.) in Belvidere, 
N. J. A little boy present was much inte- 
rested in what he heard about the sailors. 
Next morning he saw his Pastor (Rev. 
Mr. Kirk,) and knowing that members of 
the congregation were to be called on 
for contributions, he ran up to his Pastor 
with a joyous countenance, holding up a 
piece of money, and exclaiming: ‘‘ Here, 
Mr. Kirk, I want to give this to the sea- 
men’s cause!’ It was only a five cent 

iece, and yet it was a strong expression 
of the little fellow’s love for a good cause. 
The children do love us, and should be 
trained in the Sabbath Schools to show 
their devotion to this, as well as other 
causes of Christian benevolence. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 13, 1859. H. 


+® 


A Millennium on Shipboard. 


The Bark Sun, Captain Flanders, of 
Mattapoisett, left that place on a whaling 
voyage about a year ago. The Captain, 
and one young convert among the sailors, 
were the only pious persons on board.— 
Recent letters report all the crew except 
two or three asconverted. Not so re- 
markable, but somewhat similar, is the 
news from one or two of the New Bedford 
whalers.—Congregationalist. 


roe 


Preaching Sailors, 


The first man (in modern times) who 
preaehed the Gospel in India was a con- 
verted sailor, whose name was John 
Thomas, of England, in 1786. While in 
Calcutta, he saw and felt the necessity of 
preaching Jesus to the people. For six 
years he toiled alone, with great success. 

In 1792, he returned to England, to 
tell his story to the churches. Wm. Carey 
was among those who listened and wept, 
and in 1793, he sailed for “ India’s Coral 
Strand,” in company with Mr, Thomas, 
the sailor-preacher. Thus did God use a 
pious seaman in raising up Wm. Carey, 
the ** Apostle of Missions. 


THE LIFE BOAT. 


Letter from a Man-of-War’s- 
Man. 

We have the pleasure of presenting to 
our readers a most interesting letter from 
an Irish Sailor toa gentleman in this 
city. He had intended to send it to the 
Fulton Street Prayer Meeting ; but has 
kindly furnished it for our columns. 

We give in connection his letter, in- 
troductory to that of the Sailor. We 
hope all who read it will heartily respond 
to his ‘‘ call to prayer” for the Sailor. 

To the Chairman of the Fulton Street 

Prayer Meeting: 

Dear Sir— 

Will you please to read the annexed 
letter to the meeting for prayer, and ask 
the intercessions of God’s people that His 
Spirit, which isso largely poured out up- 
on our land, and other lands, and which 
has wrought many wonders upon the 
sea, may be extended from sea to sea, and 
from shore to shore, until every vessel, 
on all waters, shall be vocal with His 
praise. And may the officers and sailors 
of our Navy be specially remembered, 
that they may be imbued with grace from 
on high, so that they may exhibit them- 
selves in foreign ports, and in every 
clime, not only as free-born citizens, but 
as Christian sailors under the banner of 
Jesus Christ. 

It may interest the meeting to know 
something of the youth whose letter I 
have copied. He was educated a Roman 
Catholic--was brought under the influ- 
ence of a revival in Connecticut—united 
with an orthodox church--soon after be- 
came a backslider—-went to sea in a 
whaling ship-—-was knocked overboard 
in the dusk of the evening, with a 
highsea, and sustained himself nearly 
an hour, until the ship’s boat reached 
him. During that bour all his sing 
rushed upon him like an armed legion, 
and all God’s waves and billows seem- 
ed to roll over him. He then made 
a solemn vow that, if God would deliver 
him from the yawning grave, he would 
live for God and labor for souls. God 
heard his prayer, and during three years 
he has lived a consistent and humble 
Christian. 

Pray for him, and for the officers and 
crew of the ship. J.D.S. 

THE SAILOR’s LETTER, 
My Dear Frienp— 

Tam happy to be able to inform you 
that our good ship has arrived at her 
cruising ground without any mishap,— 


THE LIFE BOAT. 
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* * * She ig indeed a noble ship in every 
respect, and either at sea or in port we 
all have reason to be proud of her. But 
I have better news than this for you. 
_Since the ship went into commis- 
sion there has been an evening prayer 
meeting held regularly, and conducted 
by-the gunner of the ship. It was at- 
tended by four or five at first, but now, 
sir, you might see ten times five, con- 
stantly coming to hear the Word of God 
read to them, and inquiring the way of 
salvation. 

The interest is increasing vastly, and 
the faithful ones hope that it may be the 
means of bringing many souls to the foot 
of the cross. 

The first lieutenant came to us the 
other evening and asked that the prayers 
of the Christians in the ship might be of 
fered up in his behalf, that he may be 
enabled to see the light he appears to be 
secking for. He is very humble and 
earnest, and earnest prayers are not 
forgotten in his behalf. He is the eldest 
son of the late Commodore , and al- 


ready along way up the ladder of pro- , 


motion. 

My dear sir, this state of things is a 
precedent we have not heard of before. 
It was very well with the sailors before, 
but tne officers did not think of seeking 
the same salvation that the poor ig- 
norant sailor sought for. 
their coming to us, to ask us to pray for 
the enlightenment of their hearts, is a 
very beautiful idea. It proves that the 
work is not standing still, but that the 
Spirit is still striving toward the great 
millenium, when all shall love the Lord. 
Pray for me, my friend, that I, the most 
faithless Thomas of all, may fully realize 
the work in which I seek to take an hum- 
ble part, and that my heart may become 
more fully engaged in all that concerns 
the faithful in Jesus Christ 

If I had but time I could give you 
many details that I know would interest 
you. FM. 

U.S.S., Aug. 18. 1859. 


Little Willie, the Boy Preacher. 


Little Willie, a child of six years of 
age, remarkable alike for his spiritual 
beauty and his thoughtfulness, was dedi- 
cated to the service of the sanctuary be- 
fore his birth. His father and mother both 
vowed unto the Lord, that if the child 
should be born and live, and if it should 
be a boy, that they would train him for 
His service, and consecrate him to the 
ministry. His mother desired to devote 
him more especially to the cause of sea- 

¥ Liver since Willie was three months 


The idea of 


old, he has been to church, scarcely miss- 
ing a Sabbath. Since he was five years 
old, he has sai iz & utile Ghair peside his 
father in the pulpit. He always sits very 
still, and seems to listen to what his father 
says. When asked by his mother what he 
was thinking about while his father was 
preaching, he answey'ed, “I say it all over 
in my own mind, what Papa says.” Once 
he inquired, ‘‘ why do people, when they 
go into their seats, always hold their 
heads down for a little while.’ He was 
told that they were praying to God that 
he would make them understand what 
the minister said, and that they might 
believe when he was telling them what 
God wanted them to do. The next Sab- 
bath, as soon as the dear child had seated 
himself in his little chair, he leaned his 
head on his hand, and sat perfectly mo- 
tionless a few seconds. He was asked 
why he did so. He answered, that he 
prayed God to make him a good boy, to 
give him a new heart, and make him 1o 
listen to all his Papa said, and that he 
prayed that God would teach his Papa to 
preach well, so that if there were any 
bad people in church, they would be sorry 
and try to he good. Among our congre- 
gation was a young Scotch lad, about 18 
or 19, a fine, noble looking youth—a sea- 
man. He was very regular in his attend- 
ance. It was a precious season of revival. 
One morning he came weeping to the 
Pastor’s study, seeking counsel and com- 
fort. He felt himself to be a poor lost 
sinner. When asked what in particular 
awakened him, he sobbed out “ Willie did 
it.” When asked to explain, he said, that 
the evening previous, when he wasat the 
pastor’s house, where he was in the habit 
of visiting daily, Willie stood at his knee 
talking with him. All at once the child 
looked up in his face, and said, ‘‘ Thomas, 
do you love God?” He said that question 
haunted him; that he could not sleep; . 
that he tried to pray, but if seemed as if 

he was too wicked to call upon God. -A 
few days after he found peace in believ- 
ing, and went to sea with a heart filled 
with gratitude to God for that important 
question uttered by that dear boy. This 
occurred two years ago. A few evenings 
ago at an experience meeting, a man who 
has been a constan! worshipper at the 
church for the last 25 years, rose and 
said, ‘“ Mr. J—, I rise to say to you, that 
your little boy preaches a better sermon 
to me every Sabbath than you do. Yes, 
Sir, I repeat, I derive more benefit from 
the sermon that child preaches to me, than 
I do from all your discourses which you 
preach to those who can hear you. I, in 
consequence of my deafness, hear very 
little. But when I see that little boy go 


160 


~ 


we 


up the pulpit stairs, I always think of the 
little child which the Lord Jesus Christ 
took, and sat up in the midst of his disci- 
ples. When I -Jook on the face of that 
child, and sce there on his fair brow no 
stain of sin, but the impress of the Divine 
Image, perfect innocence, truthfulness 
and love, I whink of the lesson the Master 
would teach, that we must become like 
that little child if we ever enter the king- 
dom of heaven: so that each Sabbath the 
sight o that child preaches more impres- 
sive sermons to me than any I can hear. 

Since the above was written, T’om has 

one to sea, never to return. He shipped 
in Cardiff, Wales, more than a year ago 
for New York. The vessel has never 
sinee been heard of—but there is no doubt 
on the mind of the writer, that Tom has 
found a home in heaven, where there ig 
“no more sea.” 


eo 


God’s Eye on the Sailor. 


A few days since one of the Superin- 
tendents of the Sailors’ Home, was ac 
costed in the street by one of the board- 
ers inquiring ‘‘ Where tracts could be 
bought?” Capt. R. accompanied him to 
the Tract House, and by the way drew 
from him such information respecting 
himself as induced him to bring the sailor 
to the office of the American 8. F. Society, 
where he gave this statement : 

His name is Peter Larsen. He is ana- 
tive of Norway, aged 42 years, during 26 
of which he has followed the sea. He 
first came to New York in 1843, and bas 
sailed out of this port and Baltimore, but 
mostiy from Boston. Four months ago, 
being in the Sailors’ Home in that city, 
he was induced to attend a Bethel meet- 
ing, where his beart was touched. He 
went away feeling badly ; as though ail 
his friends were turned against him, and 
the eye of God was looxing at him an- 
grily. 

He determined to get away from Ros- 
ton and go to his native Jand, and for 
this purpose took passage in the “ Mogul”? 
for London. But the troubles of hig 
heart increased until he became afraid to 
go, and, as he said, “he backed out.’ 
Then he was persuaded to go to Iowa in 
quest of employment 5 but there, too, he 
found no peace: the eye of God was on 
him still, 

So he came back to Boston again, at- 
tended the meeting, where his mind was 
arrested ; here his interest grew. 

Soon he found at the Home three pious 
seamen, and with them shipped on board 
the “ Young Turk” for a voyage to Ma- 
laga. While at sea they obtained per- 
mission to hold meetings in the forecas- 
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tle every Sabbath and on Wednesday 
evenings, which were attended by the 
Captain’s wife and two other ladies, and jf 
which served to deepen the impression | 
on Peter’s mind. 

While they were at Malaga, the owier 
of the vessel, Alpheus Hardy, Esq. Prvsi- 
dent of the Boston Seamen’s Friend Soci- 
ety, came by steamer from Marseilles, 
and on Sunday evening conducted a 
meeting in the cabin. He read and ex- 
plained the 14th chapter of John. Peter 
thought he had never attended such a 
meeting or heard “ such an dlustration”’ 
(as he said) or had such feelings; and 
that night, praying on the deck, he found 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Now Peter does not fear the eye of 
God, for it beams on him in love; and 
he enjoys happiness to which before he 
was a stranger. He is resolved to do 
what he can for Jesus; andso he wanted 
tracts to distribute among his brother sea- 
men. Every day he wants to do some- 
thing. 

Peter says, that since his conversion 
many ‘sentences,’ as he calls them, 
have come into his mind which his mo- 
ther taught him when a child, but which 
he had forgotten for many years. There- 
fore be not weary. Christian mother! 
“ Sow in the morn thy seed.” Remember 
God,s eye is on your son! é 

Peter has heard the call of Jesus, “ Fol- 
low me, and I will make you a fisher of 
men!’ and he has obeyed. 

Henceforth he feels that he must seek 
to save souls. What a blessing is there 
in a sailor’s conversion! He becomes a 
witness for God. He is a missionary, 
with the world for his field God grant 
that the number of such may be multi- 
plied abundantly. 
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